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OFFICIAL BALLOT
ANNUAL TOWN ELECTION
FAIRHAVEN, MASSACHUSETTS
JU NE 9, 2026 TOWN CLERK'S OFFICE
PRECINCT FOUR

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS
A. TO VOTE, completely fill in the OVAL to the RIGHT of your choice(s) like this: @
B. Follow directions as to the number of candidates to be marked for each office.
C. To vote for a person whose name is not printed on the ballot, write the candidate’s name and address
on the line provided and completely fill in the OVAL.
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BALLOT QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1: Shall the acceptance by the Town of Fairhaven of Section 47 of Chapter 31 of the General Laws,
placing the members of both the official and labor service of the Town of Fairhaven within the classified Civil Service
be revoked?

Summary:

Pursuant to a ballot vote on February 2, 1953, Fairhaven police officers and Fairhaven firefighters are subject to
Civil Service — Chapter 31 of Massachusetts General Laws. Acceptance of this ballot question would remove the
rules and requirements of Civil Service in the hiring and administration of future police officers and firefighters.
Existing officers will retain Civil Service protection as long as they occupy their current positions. Both the
Administration and the Police and Fire Unions support leaving Civil Service.
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NO O

QUESTION 2: Shall the Town of Fairhaven be allowed to assess an additional $649,178 in real estate and personal
property taxes for the purposes of Public Safety Salaries and Wages: Fire Overtime; Community Services Salaries
and Wages: Tourism Department Wages; Community Services Operating Expenses: Tourism Department Operating
Expenses; Public Works Highway Wages and Education: Fairhaven Public Schools for the fiscal year beginning on
July 1st, 20267
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QUESTION 3: Shall An Act Relative to the Charter of the Town of Fairhaven be accepted?
Summary:

The state legislature has adopted Chapter 71 of the Acts of 2026 "An Act relative to the charter of the town of
Fairhaven,” which provides that the proposed Charter for the Town of Fairhaven will take effect if approved by a
majority of the voters at the election. If accepted, the Charter will consolidate and replace the provisions of various
special acts that currently establish the government structure of the Town of Fairhaven. The Charter substantially
retains the current government structure with a few exceptions. Significant changes include: roles of the Select
Board and Town Administrator are clarified; the number of Planning Board members is changed from 8 to 9; the
number of School Committee members is changed from 6 to 5.
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TOWN MEETING MEMBERS
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