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Historic Preservation Selection Criteria - Check off and Address each criferion as it applies:

[]

€ Eo [

[]

Is the building on the National or State Register of Historic Places?

Is the property eligible for listing on the National or State Register of Historic Places?

Has the property been included in the local Survey of Historic Properties (MACRIS)?

Is the property in danger of being demolished?

Are there potential archeological artifacts at the site?

Did the property ever play a documented role in the history or is it noted in published histories of the Town?

Are there any particularly important historic aspects about the property?

Are there other potential uses for the property, which could benefit the Town?

Could the building be converted for affordable housing use while still retaining its historic character?

Is the owner interested in preserving the historic integrity of the property?

Does the proposal conferm to the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic
Properties? Has previous work on the building conformed to the Standards?

d Was the structure built before 1921? Has it otherwise been identified as being historic or have culturai value?
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Recreation Criteria - Check off and Address each criterion as it applies:

L]

[

Will more than one age group use the project?

Can the project be used by more than one activity {multi-use)?

How many participants will normally use the project at once?

Is this project the first of its kind in the Town or County?

Are grants available to help pay for the construction? If so, has application been made for the grant?

Does the project include considerations for additional parking?

Can the project be used more than 1 of the 4 seasons per year?

Does the project match the character of the surrounding area?

Does the project include all normal safety considerations?

Daes the project meet all building and safety codes?

IS the project accessible by pedestrians, bicycles, transit?

Town of Fairhaven &
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Open 5pace Criteria for Parcel Selection - Check off and Address each criterion as it applies:
D fs the project within the Nasketucket Watershed Area?

D Is the project with 100 feet of wetlands? Is the project with 200 feet of a river?

Is stream and bank protection an issue? Is vernal pool protection a consideration?

Would this proposal enhance protection of any FEMA designated floodway?

Does the project include any Area of Critical Environmentail Concern?

Would this preposal contribute to preservation and/or creation of forested Ian.d?

Will this proposal protect other parcels? Will this proposal impact other parceis?

Does this parcel abut protected land? Does this parcel suppart a significant wildlife habitat?
Is this parcel at risk for development? Did this parcel have a past proposal for development? Is it for sale?
Are grants available? If so, has application been made?

Does the property or structures have historic significance?

Are there and stonewalls, old foundations, reads, trails, cart paths or scenic vistas?

Are there any active or passive recreation possibilities associated with this parcel?

Is this parcel suitable for a community garden or farm?

Is this parcel suitable for nature observation and educational programs?

e I Y A O Y O
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Affordable Housing Selection Criteria - Check off and Address each criterion as it applies:
|:| Will this involve the renovation of an existing building? If so,
l:' Is the building structurally sound?

D Is it free of lead paint? is it free of asbestos, pollutants, and other hazards?
|:| Is there Town sewerage? Or is the septic system in compliance with Title 5?
D Does the building comply with building, sanitary and handicap accessibility codes?
El Is this a conversion of market rate to affordable housing?
D Is this a tax title property?
D Does this project involve the building of a new structure? If so,
|:| Will the structure be built on tax title property, on Town owned land or donated land?
I___] Will the building be free of environmental hazards?
D Are there programs such as Habitat for Humanity involved?
D Will the project be built on a previously developed site?
Does the project pravide housing that is similar in design and scale with the surrounding community?
Does this serve the 60% income level population? Does this serve the 80% income level population?
Is long-term affordability assured? Will this be geared to one age group?

Will there be more than two bedrooms? Will there be muitipie units?

Wili it be located near services (grocery, mass transit, etc.}?

O 0o o o o o

Will priority be given 1o local residents or employees of iocal businesses?
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WATERPROOFING + MASONRY F | 617.442.9004

WW TWC P Ho E N ’ x 79 Shirley Street, B:T::; I\:j;i;:

August 31, 2026

Fairhaven Town Hall
40 Center Street
Fairhaven, Ma 02719

Attn: Kevin Fournier
RE: Handicap Ramp Repairs

We, TWC Operations LLC are pleased to submit this Rough Order of Magnitude to
provide Labor, Material and Equipment for the above referenced project in the amount of
Fourteen Thousand Nine Hundred Fifty Dollars......................... $14,950.00

Scope of Work:

Picture #1- Remove & Replace 16 brick, repairs concrete at rail
Picture #2- Remove and Replace 250 brick

Picture #3- Cut, Prep and Patch concrete spall

Picture #4~ Cut, Prep and Patch concrete spall

Picture #5- Cut & Point mortar joints in granite

Picture #6- Patch Skim coat, Cut & point mortar at granite return
Washing of all repair areas

See attached pictures

VVVVVVYVYY

Exclusions:
= Shift work or Premium Time

= = Engineering
= Temporary Power and Water
*  Permit
= Winter conditions
= Police details

Should you have any questions or require additional information, do not hesitate to
contact me at your ¢arliest convenience.

Sincerely
Phoenix Bay State Construction Co., Inc.

Joe Goncalves
Sentor Vice President
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5. Lot size:

b-‘?!.mf Qos acre or less x Over one acre
L&T. ;

Appraximats frootagenidg 1ot 162 = 185

Approximate distance of building from sireet

lt 30 e
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Massachusetts Cultural Resource Information System
‘Scanned Record Cover Page

FAL31
Fairhaven Town Hall.

40 Center St

Fairhaven

Faithaven;

- 1894

| Romanesque Revival;
Brigham, Charles A.; Taliman, LaBrode and Rounseville;
~ Town Hall;

. Architecture; Politics Government;

Nat' Register Individual Property {01/22/1981); Preservation Restriction (04/22/1988);

Hoof: Slate;
- Wail: Brick; Copper; Granite; Unglazed Terra Cotta;
- Foundation: Granite,

- No

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing projects to scan
records of the Inventary of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Higtoric Places nominations for
Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventery or Naticnal Register records related 1o this resource may be available in
digital format at this time.

The MACR!S database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database records and
related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should note that there may be a
considerabie lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the appearance of related information in
MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS database are made available as scanned images.
Users may consuil the records, files and maps available in MHC's public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building,
220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 8-5.

Users of this digital material acknowiedge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer {httg:h‘mﬁc—
macris.net/magrigdisclaimer.htm) '

. Data avaiiabig via the MACRIS web interface, and asscciated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS

DATABASE AND ASSQOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NCT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT APROJECT NOTIFICATION
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHG web sita (www sec state ma.usimhc)
under the subject heading "MHC Forms."

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Massachusetis Historical Commission )
220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachuseits 02125
www.sec.slate. ma.us/mhc

This file was accessed on: Wednesday, September 24, 2025 at 1:21 PM
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7. Original owner (if knawn)_____ Town of Fairhaven

. S o .

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates S8 U

8. Themes {check as many as applicable) &
Aborigiaal - Conservation Recreation |
Agricultural Education " Religion ErT b
Architectural X Exploration/ @ﬁm/ o gk
Thﬁ Arts settlement invention '
Mnﬁnﬂﬁon - - Military ' . humanitarian

v @bh:_mn[ty Mhpnnt X Political ' Transportation

FRals TR - ]

‘9. “Historical significance (include explaaation of themes checked abwe)

Like moﬂ: of F:tr‘htvon't "Rogers Gift" buildings, this Town Hall was designed

by well | tton‘archltect Charles Brigham. The building was commissioned -
eston Rogers, and presented to the town by his wife, Abbie Gifford

Rogers/ r'gho cornerstone was laid May 30, 1892, and the dedication cesemony (with

a.ddrau dauuud by Mnrk 'rum) was held on F%’ery 22 & 23, 1894, :

' ‘l'he granite in M%‘l!& 's lowe m;ntny came from St. George, New Brunswick, while
that used in caps, & and quoins in the upper stories candefrom Red Beach, Maine.
- The shade of red Qi the smooth mchine-pncﬂd br)fks identified them to contem-~
porary architects as "Delmonico bricks", (the color, said to have been developed for

|
|

s the Delmeonico m%um York}). The interior ‘na quartered oak dado and muatql.pﬁ@

and oth §d§:ﬂ and the buildmg still containg much of the furniture that was made
fin) 100 st 4

10, Bibliography and/or referencee {such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
6‘31'13? W ete.) Tripp, 1929; Mabel H Knipe, ""The Story of 2 Town House", 1977,
' f srican Architect & Bldg, News 44 (952) May 12, 1894
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Massacruserrs Historicar CoMMISSION -
MASSACHUSETES ARCHIVES BUILDING g
220 MorrisseY BOULEVARD 27
Boston, Massacuuserts 02125




United Stiates Department of the interlor
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Reglister of Historic Places
inventory—Nomination Form

See instructions in How to Complete Natfonal Register Forms
mawwm

and/or commaon SEne
2. I.ocatlon Cl?/u.@u S#, |
wgm Ctmtﬁr Street, north. side hetwm William § Walnut Stnqg.,, publication

chty, town Peithaven  _ womiyot  congressionsl distic B

state __ Massachusetts cagz 025 county Bristol _ __code 005

3. Classification i |

— mEE —In progess % yes: restricted X QOVOIIRENT — sclentific
.. bing considered — Yos; urresiricted — industrial — Wransporiation

— N0 —. military —

4. Owner of Property

name ____Town of Fairhaven

siseot & number Center Strect

city, town Fairhaven, . vicinity of state  Massachusetts

5. Location of Legal Description

strest & number _

*»m New Bedford st Mass,

6. Representation in Exlstlng SurveL

iage, SOSmREBGORLCh 1078-9  o—foderal _X siate . county _._.Iocal

depository for survey records Massac}u:setts I{i.storical Camaission
oity, town | _Boston staty MA




Describe the present and original (it known) physical appearance

The mmuﬁmmﬂmmmmm .downtown Paithaven. It was design-

ed by and camstructed between 1892 and 1894, and is in form md dstail, a:?

instrucuma.. decorative materials, apmanta&ﬂmhimimmhspimdmdﬂtec-

tural eclecticism. uftlulatolsthmumy. As such the building dispiays many elements

ofhothﬁmMmm&ﬂnGsﬂﬂcstyﬂsﬁctndiﬂmsuiMheingammle

of either style. mmmdmmmmmjmumm

of narrow rectangular windows: is late Victorian Romanesque.in provenance .. So also is

thauayinwﬂ:idtthemupomtthenuabﬁwuiﬂ:mmmhm by secondary
es, tabernacles, orrpsaﬂo-gablca. The absence of any jerkin-headed llbl%,poly-

chrome banding or i.nted or tia] arches smﬁhu an gverall wxm . Romsmesque .
Ravival I'maﬂmm:; many of 23 building's de are. y Gothic in inspiration.
Mmcl\ﬂethncm&etedturNtmthltmmin mﬁtha::ruudmofmdge
i e LR B s e e
i < in are
%t&%m&fﬂun&mtmm m%mm1m°§§ounm
shapes window: Certain icturesque compositional ele-
xents that characterize the Hallalso look hﬁmtlwnmgmmaﬁtotheﬁothic
Revivals for their ongm..&n example is the irregular roofline created by the polygonal cor-

ner townets, one much taller and larger than the other; mdbygubh—aﬂedwalldommtbat
break forward from the roofline and even from the facads plane. - -

The Town Hall is nearly square in overall plan, 99' wide and 108' dup, with g basically
roof, It is a masonary bearing wall structure with a granite fomdation, wood
loors supported an iron beams, brick arches over the boiler roos, snd a slate roof,

Thefmmdatimstmmmﬁmmwmzeﬂwfmtsmisymiteﬁm

St. George, Nwmﬂdlﬁdwmmmm« Belicourses, window sills and

lintels,mdthetriplaarche&mu_-ialfﬁa_ te from Red Beach, Maine. Above

the graite base, the walls are &

mﬂnmtnrtimoftha'rmlhninpmﬁno detail, cailed this "Delmonico brick".
to local historisn, Mabel H. Knips, the trick's color liad been deve for Del-

matico's restaurant in New York and was used for anly the second tiime in the

Towmt Hall. Trim an the smiwbofmmmmmm:MTmOom Hpany ;

and it was painted to match the brick during the emstnr:timofthebuud:lng The

slate vroofs have crockets and crestings of copper

Windows in the Town Hall are of Freach plate glass on the lower story, with double-thick
German glass on the upper stories. The sashes were stained on the job by painters from
J.1. Wingate of Boston.and the s was set into them at the time of installatim. The
ormnamental windows were dus by the architect marlesnﬁghnrinco_llahoratim-ﬁth
the principal ‘decorator, Frank Hill Smith. Mmré:lnstotha.&tr ‘ _
of amtique glass, heavily plated. .withmqnlumtripple"‘l&nmfmmﬁmof
glass in each.. m,wmmmﬁmmw of each section is a medallion
with eg:oflocalintmst . The medallion views included illustrations of Fort Phoenix,
awhuie,mirhmﬁmﬂnmmtkim,amﬁngm the lending
ofthepigrins and other scenes.

The main or south facade of the Pairhaven Town Hall consists of a symmetrical central portion,
smmhamt,ﬂchisﬂnhdbymm,ﬂmmtmmmchgwmdtallar
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than the other. Dominating the first story between the towers is a Rosanesque-style
triple arched entrance loggia in granite which is flanked on éither side by a small
roumd arched window. The brick second floor of the south facade is set back very
slightly above a granite string course which separates it from the first story, Center-
ed ahove the entrance is a grand scale wall dormer comtaining a tall, millioned window-
recessed beneath a compound Romanesque arch. A tiny, roumd-arched window with a gran-
ite sill pierces the gable field above this arch. Behind and above the dommer, and
compositionally reinforcing its shape, the roof of the Town Hall rises to a sharp
peak. . The remninder of the second story, on e¢ither side of the central_ wall dommer,
is divided into two registers by a string course. In the lower register on each side
is a triple mllioned window capped by 8 rectangular lintel. The string cowrse divid-

the first and second stories functions as a sill. Centered in the upper register,
shove the millioned window, is 2 small wall dormer containing a recessed, round-arched
window. The compositional elements flanking the large cemtral wall dormer in the -
second story this echo, on & mxch smaller scale, and reinforce the dormers composition-
a1 relationship to the entrace loggia below it.

The mof the first story entrance loggia is continued on the first story of the.
two icing comer towers of the main facade, both of which are lighted at this level
by windows with rectangular lintels, Above the first story both towers are brick,

The larger of the two dormers (west), squave for much of its height, is lighted at

the second story level by three Romanesque-arched windows of which the center ome is
considerably taller than the other two. The tower then tapers upward to an elsboratly
corbelled string course, Above this the tower assumes an_gctagonal configuration with -
small gothic towers at each of the four comers. Set into a Sate- . TeCess
in each of the four walls between these towers is a clock with a white face and black
characters which is original to the building. Below sach clock face is 2 blind arcade
of gothic inspiration. Similar arcading comprises the body of each small corner

tower amd the motif is repeated again in the band set off by a string course below

the cornice of the clock tower. Finally the tower is capped by a crocketted conical
roof rising steeply to a finial.

The clock tower's smaller counterpart at the opposite (east) comner of the south
facade houses a bell purchased from the Blake Bell Company of Boston. This, like the
four faced clock, is original to the Town Hall. The smaller tower is also rectilenear
in its lower portion but octoganal aldve where lowered panels are set into each wall
plane within elongated Romanesque s supported on compound piers. Its conical,
crocketted roof mirvars that of the larger tower and is = echoed in a low tower,
ﬁ octsgm;al and louvred, which sits astride the crested ridge of the Town Hall's
ighest roof. o -

The Town Hall is entered the triple-arched loggia in its south facade,
Tmmediately upon entering the building, it is evident that its great distinguishing
feature is the carved oak woodwork used lavishly throughout. Four oak doors ®kth
upper panels of glass give entry into the main hall. A grand double stair af osk
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rises from this hall to the second floor in thiee straight suns, Bach stair has a
pait of octagonal newel posts, one carrying a triple-amm bronzed lsmp post with opale-
scent glass lamps, and the other & ball finial. The newels are trimmed on each face
with a Gothic arch carried on slender colonettes with decorated spamdrels. At the
ianding of each stair an oc al column with foliate capital rises to the ceiling
from its newel-post base.  Thé ciiling in the stair hall has a system of oak "beams™
and "joists", their lower sides pardlled and carved. There is a wainscot of quartered
oak with vertical boards meeting in elaborately molded joints. A handsome bronzed
electric chandelier hangs in the entry hall and is original to the building.

In the left and right walls of the hall, double doors of oak with small raised-field
panels and upper panes of glass open to "the mmicipal offices. The offices have
narrow board floors, some have tall oak mantels, pilastered and carved with Gothic
details, vertical board wainscot, and panelled osk interoffice doors.

The rear of the first floor has a large banqueting hall, through which the rear
entrance and a stair to the great hall stagearereadwd

The main feature of the second floor is the great halil, ‘which was designed and fitted
for use as a theater. The room is 52feet by 61 feet in sizZe and 29 feet high,

feature of the interior decoration will be the cerved wood work," reported the Star

as the skilled carpenters began their work. "The walls in the 1arge auditorium will .
be especially ornamental, will consist of a panelled oak dado five feet wide abmr_e
which the walls will be frescoed to the tops of the windows, and all sbove will be
elaborate borders of panelled and carved cak, andinthecmtre of the ceiling is to
be a large ornamental ventilator." Carved osk beams divide the ceéiling into pamels.

The New York decorating fimm of A.B. Cutter § Co. was retained to sccomplish the
interior finish work. Frank Hill Smith, also from New York, seems to have been in
chargehof thefdesign, and he was on thfs site for supervmim ad ta do some of the fine
work himself.

The auditorium (called the "hsll" or the "main hall") was singled out by the Star
as the decorating proceeded. *The ceiling is being decorated in bands of color of
bluish tint. Tlm walls are decorated in arabesque style, with diaper pattern. The
frieze design will include cartouches,shields, and coat of amms in rich olive md
brown colors. There will be a heavily decorated border, and. the walls will be in
variegated tan shades...The front of the gallery (across the south end of the room)
is in cinquefoil designs and very elaborate.”™

Original chumdeliers of brass with bell shaped glass globes have given way to newer
lxghting fixtures in this great hall, which is otherwise altered very littel. Spatial
sments are also little altered, :
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Pesiod Areas of Significance—Check snd jusitfy below
- prehistoric ___ archeology-prehisioric __ commumity planning .. landscape architecture . religion
V00178 ___ent e oOginering _ —masle "
Specific dates 1§94 Buildev/Architect

Statement of Significance (i oie paragraph}
The Fairhaven Town Hall possesses integrity of locatiom, design, setting and materials

iwonmtassociationsasﬂ:emroflzaiﬂnmmcial and mmicipal life for more
. msnthrecqmrtersofacenuny I isam;ormrkofanimomtlatewﬂimm

arthitect, Charles Brigham; and meofatgoupof‘ t building= des
between 1890 and 1905 Briﬁmand givm to citizens of Fairhaven by the oil mag-
nate,Hmryiitttlestm (The Town Hall was officially given to the town by Roger's

wife, Abbie Palmer G:fford..) Bewue of this-cluster of Rogers’ gift buldings, Fairhaven
ismiwortmtlmzsfaranysmdyof%arlasmsfmswrk.

_Except for a short lived structure in a northemn district known as Oxford Village, the
building was Faithaven's first town hall. Incorporated in 1812, the town held its early
gmeralmtmgsmamﬂndistdurchattheheadofﬂwﬁmintaday'smmmet.
Qm-pnvnlry between the separate commmities that comprised the town of Fairhaven led

over the location of the seat of local govermpent. In 1843 a town house was
b!ﬁltmthOxfordseCtim,tutaflminlssadesmyedthehn]ﬂjng. After this,
the meetings were held in Fairhaven village, in Sswin Hall, and Phoenix Hall, wntil the
present structure was completed in 1894.

Several years before the announcement of the Rogers gift, Fairhaven citizens did vote
$15000 for the construction of a town hall, an act which indicated that the need for
such a4 buiiding was recognized, buthardlyaffor&edm@icapltﬂwmdertakethem-
struction of a building.

The cornerstone of the Town Hall was laid with ceremony on May 30, 1892. The completed
hall was dedicated on February 22, 1894, Mark Twain, )dwwaslbgers friend, gave the
dedication address, which was follmadbymenthnsiast:c inspection of the building
by Fairhaven residents and visitors, and later by a ball.

The Town Hall has continually served its original mmicipal fimction. The great hall
has long been used as a theater, beginning in March of 1894 with a series of dedication
performances. Town records show consistent rentals of ‘the hall to pmfaszm,al and
smateur groups for dramatic performances. The Fairhaven Players, a little thester
group with around 600 members at its peak, shared the Town Hall facilities with their
rival the New Bedford Spouters. In 1921, the"Town Hall Movies” bm.ﬁht a8 new
kind theater inte the auditorium. Between its thespian uses, the great h 11,

held the mmmual town meetings, many high school graduations, lectures, balls, banquets,
and music festivals, AVictaryRall held there in 1919 raised a welcome home fund for
soldiers returning from World War I. More recently, a "Quesn's Ball"™ was held in the
hall in 1962, and in 1975, it was used for Fairhaven's Bicentermial Ball.

InadﬂltimtonssymbolicimtmtoFaiﬂm. the Town Hall is of visual import-
ance as well, Tts tower is visible from across the river, marking the locatiom of the
center of town. Pairhsven's downtown streets ave characterized by small wood frame
houses built early in the 19th cemtury. Against this delicate fabric, the tall towered
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In addition to the theater, the Town Hall hald Selectmen's rooms offn;es for the
School Comnittee, the Town Clerk, the - it Society am? Tax Assessors, a Post
Office, and in the basement & Police Depm-tmnt and "lock up' and quarters for the
janitor and his family. A few changes in spatial use have occurved. The Post
Office, originally located in the west corner of the ground floor (in the tower),

is now the Tax Collector's office. H.H. Rogers' personal office st the center of the
west side, is now the Assessors'. The ad;acent west room originally shared by the
Assessors and the Improvement Society, is used for the registration of voters. And-
the police station and lock up nowhouses the Department of Public Works.

"Not & particle of old office fittings will be allowed in the pew building," and the
furniture--desks, chairs, tables, counters--was specially made, and most of it was of
oak. . The bmldmg has always had electric lighting and central heat. "Clark wire"-
covered with rubber - was originally used thro = the building. R.D. Ireland § Co.
of Boston,. agents for the General Fixture Coupany of New. York, did the exterior light~
ing. Water was pumped from a well by a4 stesm pusp from the Snow Pump Company of
Buffalo, N.Y., and the plumbing, which was of considersble interest to the newspaper,
was installed by William Iamb & Co. of Boston, The twelve original water closets
utilized polished Italian marble for the washbowls,which stood on nickle- phated legs,
brass pipes for hot water, and copper-lined water tanks There were in addition thres
soapstone sinks and a copper bathtub for the janitor's apartment.

The Town Hall is set on a large lot comprising half a block. A quarter round retain-
mgcun-bofgratﬂtefmmmmn Maine (set on a foundation of stone taken from
the ofahwsedemlislwdmacmdamthﬁTmmHall}bardersamlm
raised abmtsixindwsabmsidmlkgrade
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brick and stone buildings that cosprise the Rogers® Gift group retain the kind of

mommentality they were designed to have. -Many fine late 19th century masompry build-

jngs have lost their original impressiveness because of the larger scale of later
truction around them, The survival of the original setting of the Towm Hall,

then, enhances its visual significance.

Henry Huttleston Rogers (1840-1909), a businessmen who made a fortune in the oil fields
of Pesnsylvania, is resembered in Pairhaven primarily for his gifts of major bed 1dings
to the town from 1884 through 1906, First of these was the Rogers Grammer School,
begun in 1884 and designed by Warven R, Briggs (1850-1933) of Bridgeport, Copnecticut.
All of the other buildings were designed by Charles Brigham. The group includes the
Millicent Library (1801-1893), the Town Hall, the Masomic lodge (1901}, the Mesorial
Church with parsonage and parish house (1901-1904) , the Tabitha Imm (a business which
was fot a gift, 1904-1905), and the Fairhaven High School {1905-1906). Also by Brigham
were the house and ancillary structures of the Rogers estate (1895}, of which the main
house was demolished in 1916, but a few relocated outbuildings sutvive to recall it.

Charles Brigham (1841-1925) was born .in Watertown, Massachusetts, and entered the
architectural office of Calvin Ryder as a draftsman in 1858, immediately upon his
graduation from high school. In 1860 he moved to the firm of Gridley J.F. Bryant and
Arthur Gilman, who were then in the process of designing the Boston City Hall, one

of the influential buildings in the academic Franch Second HEmpire style. Brigham's
professional career, them, spanned the decades of architectural sclecticism at the
end of the 19th century, and his retirement during the first decade of the 20th cen-~
tury came when the intensely popular classical revival was reaching its peak.

Tn 1866 Charles Brigham formed a partnership with John Hubbard Sturgis, en English
sducated architect slightly older than Brigham himself. For twenty years the aesthetic
direction of the partnership was strongly influenced by Sturgis' English experience,
and the Firm is usually credited with the introduction and popularization of the Rus-
Knisn Gothic style in Boston public buildings. The Church of the Advent {1880} on -
the flat of Beacon Hill is one of the outstanding interpretations of the Ruskinian style.
The firm's Museum of Fipne Arts at Coplsy Square (1870-1876) made a pioneering use of -
ornamental terra cotta, a material coming into use in England, but virtually unknown

in America. Within the partnership, Sturgis appears to have been the philosophical one
concerned like the pre-Rephaslites with aesthetics and art. Brigham, the practical
partner, was interested in the development of srchitecturs as a profession. He was

a charter member of the Boston Society of Architects, and joined the A.I.A. in 1870.
He had a reputation for tact, and was known for his unusual ability to deal with
clients, contractors, and wotk crews alike. ‘John Sturgis returned to Bngland in 1886
and it is significant that near the end of the partnership Sturgis § Brigham were
comissioned to design the New York City mansion of Henry H. Rogers, then a vice
president of Standard Oil. ' '
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In 1888 Brigham took Jolm S into partnership, and a period of tremendous
productivity - began. In 1890 Brighm § Spofford be;gm the classical revival yellow
brick extension to the Massachusetts State House. The Romanesque Revival Millicant
Library ip Fairhaven followed in 1891, and in 1892 grou | was broken for the “Town Hall.
In these commissions alone Brigham was working in three different stylistic mm-s,
mmm&mmma&mm&mmmnﬁm sque in
his Stoughton, Massachitsetts station for the Boston and Providence Railroad.

Contemporary accounts of the Fairhaven Town Hall construction do not mention John
Spnfford in conmection with the building. Nor do they mention Brighmm's other associ-
ates, Henry Bisbee and Charles C. Coveéney. Instead, site supervision was docomplished

by Willism C. Collett, a drsughtsman from B 's office who lived in PFairhaven con-
timsously for a period of three years as clerk of the works for the Town Hall, the
Millicant Library‘ the Rogers mausoleum; and the greenhouses on the Rogers estate;_
Charles Brigham, during the Town Hall construction, maintained his Boston office in
the Amory-Ticknor house, newly renovated for commercial use, at 22 Beacon Street,
directly opposite the Massachusetts State House, which he was remodeling.

Early newspaper accounts mention a contractor named Lyman Wilcott, from Boston, who

handled a labor problem late in March of 1893, ifhwa.snevermtimedagam The

same notice mentions a foremsn named Bacon, who was replaced by a man named Shapleigh
in the course of the same problem, but Shapleigh drops. from the notice of the press

after this initial appearance.

Most of the subcontracting firms who handled plumbing, wiring, painting, and other
services, were Boston based, although the interior decoration was Randled by A.B.
&xtterﬁCmmymdFrmkHin Smith of New York. A small contract (for window
shades) went to a New Bedford firm, and although individual workmen were seldom men-
tioned by name, one man who was cited for falling from some scaffolding was reported
to be from New Bedford.

Ntr__-mrkmgdrawmsfortheTmHallamknmmtoexist, although newspaper accoum
mention “the plans” and at another time "the plans for the lighting”. Brigham appeamd
in Fairhaven from time to time but not often, mtncmferwithﬁ.ﬁ.l{agersmdthe
Mmmrsabmmﬂwselectmofwmdwglass. Hewasmhandforﬂwgmmdbmaldng
ad dedication ceremmies.
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