


FAIRHAVEN SELECT BOARD AGENDA ADDENDUM 

October 26, 2026 6:30 p.m. 

Log on or call 1-929-205-6099, Meeting ID: 860 2838 7081, Passcode: 484211 
Subject matter listed in the agenda consists of items reasonably anticipated (by the Chair) to be discussed. Not all items listed may be discussed and other 

items not listed (i.e. urgent business not available at the time of posting) may also be brought up for discussion in accordance with applicable law. 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

On March 28th, 2025, the bill to extend Open Meeting Law regulations governing remote participation 

has passed the MA legislature and been signed by the Governor. This bill will allow remote and hybrid 

meeting options for public bodies through June 30, 2027. 

 

Pursuant to an amendment to Town By-Law Chapter 50-13, all government meetings are available 

through web/video conference and are recorded. 

 

This meeting is being recorded by the Government Access Channel. It will be replayed on Channel 97 and 

posted on FairhavenTV.com. Anyone intending to make an audio or video recording of this meeting 

should notify the Chair at this time. 

Due to recent security breaches, Fairhaven TV has implemented a new protocol: Zoom camera video for 

all participants is disabled. If participants would like to speak or be recognized, click “raise hand” under 

“reactions”, and change your name to a full name to be unmuted. Thank you for your cooperation in 

protecting the integrity of Fairhaven government meetings. 

 

A. PUBLIC COMMENT  

B. APPOINTMENTS / COMMUNITY ITEMS 

1. Discussion on Blue Light Emergency Communication Project and Request for Support Letter: Tim 

Garcia. Tim Garcia is seeking the Board’s support for a proposed blue light emergency communication project 

along the Phoenix Rail Trail and at Livesey and Cushman Parks. He has applied for CPC funding and is 

exploring potential Commonwealth funding.  The Board’s packet contains a formal letter outlining his 

request. 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (approve/not approve) the request for a (as presented/as amended).” 
 

Moved by, seconded by _____.  Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

 

2. Request to Use the Academy Building: Fairhaven Historical Society. This item was tabled from 

October 13, 2026/ The Historical Commission and Historical Society are seeking the Board’s approval to 

use the first floor and multi-purpose room of the Academy Building. The Board’s packet contains a letter 

from member Beth Luey and one from Eleanor Chew. 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (approve/not approve) use of the Academy Building by the Historical Commission and 

Historical Society (as presented/as amended).” 
 

Moved by, seconded by _____.  Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

  

3. Appointment Requests: 

a. Mattapoisett River Valley Water District Representative: Mike Sanford 

Suggested Motion: 

“I will entertain a motion to (appoint/not appoint) Mike Sanford as Mattapoisett River Valley Water 

District Representative.” 
 

Moved by, seconded by _____.  Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

 



b. Bell Committee: Doug Brady. Mr. Brady has requested the Select Board reconsider his request to be 

reappointed to the Bell Committee.  The Board voted at a recent meeting not to reappoint Mr. Brady 

because his appointment would violate the new bylaw.  The Town Administrator asked for a legal 

opinion.  Town Counsel indicated that the new bylaw applies to a Committee, Ad Hoc Committee or 

Working Group.  However, the bylaw includes the ability for an exception if the Board deems it 

appropriate.  The legal opinion is included in the Board’s packet. 
 

Suggested Motion: 

“I will entertain a motion to (waive/not waive) the limit set forth in bylaw Chapter 56 §14 for the 

appointment request submitted by Doug Brady to the Bell Committee.” 
 

Moved by, seconded by _____.  Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“I will entertain a motion to (appoint/not appoint) Doug Brady to the Bell Committee for a 1-year term.” 
 

Moved by, seconded by _____.  Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

 

c. Belonging Committee: Denise Barr. Ms. Barr was appointed in July, 2026 to a shortened term 

through September, 2026 and this item seeks to appoint her to full term. 
 

Suggested Motion: 

“I will entertain a motion to (appoint/not appoint) Denise Barr to the Belonging Committee for a 1-

year term.” 
 

Moved by, seconded by _____.  Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

 

d. Cable Advisory Committee: John Methia. Mr. Methia submitted a reappointment application 

shortly after the deadline for the October 14, 2026 meeting agenda. He is seeking reappointment to the 

Cable Advisory Committee. 
 

Suggested Motion: 

“I will entertain a motion to (appoint/not appoint) John Methia to the Cable Advisory Committee for a 

1-year term.” 
 

Moved by, seconded by _____.  Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

 

e. Conservation Commission: Karyn Ferreira. Ms. Ferreira was unable to address the Board on 

October 14, 2026 due to technical issues. She is seeking reappointment to the Conservation 

Commission.  

Suggested Motion: 

“I will entertain a motion to (appoint/not appoint) Karyn Ferreira to the Conservation Commission for 

a 3-year term.” 
 

Moved by, seconded by _____.  Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

 

f. Economic Development Committee: Keith Silvia. Mr. Silvia was appointed in July, 2026 to a 

shortened term through September, 2026 and this item seeks to appoint him to full term. 
 

Suggested Motion: 

“I will entertain a motion to (appoint/not appoint) __ to the Economic Development Committee for a 

1-year term.” 
 

Moved by, seconded by _____.  Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

 



g. Historical Commission: Associate Member: Allysia Berthelette. Ms. Berthelette applied for the 

Historical Commission and had not indicated whether the request was for a full or associate member, 

Chair Romano reached out to Ms. Berthelette to confirm her interest in being considered for an 

Associate Member position on the Commission. 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“I will entertain a motion to (appoint/not appoint) ___ as an Associate Member of the Historical 

Commission for a 1-year term.” 

 

Moved by, seconded by _____.  Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

 

4. Cultural Council Term Corrections: Denise Barr and Brian Cass. MGL Chapter 10 in Section 58 

contains term length stating in part: Members of the local and regional cultural council shall be appointed 

for staggered terms of three years and any such member shall not be appointed to more than two 

consecutive terms. Ms. Barr and Mr. Cass were appointed to terms through September, 2026, this item 

seeks to correct their terms per MGL referenced. 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (update/not update) the term for Cultural Council members Denise Barr and Brian Cass to 

expire in 2029.” 
 

Moved by, seconded by _____.  Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

 

5. Review of Open Volunteer Opportunities. As part of the Board’s efforts to highlight volunteer 

opportunities, the list of openings on the Volunteer Opportunities page of the Town’s website as of the 

morning the agenda is posted is included in the Board’s packet.  

 

Suggested Motion: 

“No motion needed” 

 

C. ACTION / DISCUSSION 

1. Consider Revision to Waterway Rules and Regulations Regarding the Collection of Fees. The Marine 

Resource Committee is requesting the Select Board consider amend the Waterway Rules and Regulations 

Section 2.2, Waterway User Fee by accepting their recommended changes.  The Committee is 

recommending the facility providing mooring space, docking, slips or summer in and out services collect 

the fee charged by the Town of Fairhaven when entering into a contract to provide space for their boat 

rather than the current practice of informing the boater when signing the contract of the Town fee.  The 

facility will remit Town fees to the Town at the end of each month the fee is collected.  The current fees 

are $2 per foot for residents and $6 per foot for nonresidents.  The Waterway Rules that outline the 

recommended changes in included in your Board materials. 

 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (approve/not approve) the changes to Waterway Rules and Regulations Section 2.2, Waterway 

User Fee (as presented/as amended).” 
 

Moved by, seconded by _____.  Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

 



2. Vote to Amortize FY26 Snow & Ice Deficit Per DLS Bulletin BUL-2026-04. The Massachusetts 

Department of Revenue’s Bulletin BUL-2026-04 provides revised guidance allowing municipalities to 

amortize FY2026 snow and ice removal deficits over FY2027 through FY2029 in equal installments or 

more rapidly. Before setting the FY2027 tax rate, the Select Board must adopt an amortization schedule if 

the Town chooses this option; otherwise, the deficit must be fully funded through the FY2027 tax rate or 

another funding source. The bulletin also outlines special accounting procedures for anticipated Winter 

Recovery Assistance Program (WRAP) reimbursements, including how funds may be applied to deficits 

or handled if the deficit has already been funded. Municipalities must follow the specified accounting and 

reporting procedures for amortized deficits and WRAP funds 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to () (as presented/as amended).” 
 

Moved by, seconded by _____.  Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

 

3. Discussion on the Zoning Board of Appeals Openly Discussing the Use of the Atlas Tack Property. 

The Atlas Tack Working Group is seeking the Select Board’s support to being discussing the 

recommended reuse of the Atlas Tack property.  Atlas Tack Working Group Chair Ken Blanchard will 

attend the Board meeting to discuss their request. 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“No motion needed”  

 

4. Continue Deliberation and Potential Selection of Town General and/or Labor Counsel. The Select 

Board interviewed four law firms on Thursday, October 15th.  After discussion, the Board requested the 

Town Administrator to request each legal firm provide a monthly and annual fee based on a consistent list 

of the legal services included in their fees.  Included in your Board packet is the additional supporting 

requested on October 15th.  Through September, the General Fund has expended $44,637, including 

$6,475 for the Rogers School litigation.  
  

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to appoint () as general and labor counsel for a three year period ending December 31 2029 based 

on the terms discussed this evening.” 
 

Moved by, seconded by _____.  Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

 

5. Discussion on Budget Working Group Liaison’s Response to Correspondence from Department 

Heads of Police, Fire, Schools and Public Works to the Budget Working Group. Member Trapilo 

asked for this agenda item and discussion to address the communication between the Budget Working 

Group, Mr. Trapilo and the Superintendent of Schools, Fire and Police Chiefs and Public Works Director. 
 

Suggested Motion: 

“No motion needed” 

 

6. Select Board Vote Special Town Meeting Article Recommendations and Sign the Warrant. The 

Board’s packet contains an addendum with additional context per article. The Board historically votes 

their recommendation per article to either recommend adoption of the article or one of the following if the 

recommendation is not to adopt the article: recommend pass over, recommend indefinite postponement or 

recommend yield to petitioner.  The Finance Committee will be reviewing the warrant and taking their 

votes on October 29th. 

 



Suggested Motion: 

“Move to recommend: ________ (adoption / pass over / indefinite postponement / yield to petitioner) for 

article ____ .” 
 

Moved by, seconded by _____.  Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

 

7. Consider the Release of Executive Session Minutes of: 9/14/26 redacted, 8/10/26 redacted, 8/10/26 

redacted, 4/13/26 redacted, 3/9/26 redacted, 3/2/26 redacted, 11/24/25 redacted, 9/22/25 redacted, 

8/11/25 redacted, 7/28/25 redacted, 7/14/25 redacted, 7/10/25, 7/7/25, 6/9/25 redacted, 5/12/25 

redacted, 4/14/25 redacted, 3/31/25 redacted, 3/24/25 redacted, 3/17/25 redacted, 3/10/25 redacted 

and 2/24/25 redacted. As established through previous Board discussions, Member Mello has met with 

Mr. Hickey to review the Executive Session minutes for the Board to consider releasing. The Board’s 

packet contains recommended Executive Session minutes for release, some with redactions. The 

redactions can be categorized as: ongoing matters, attorney-client privileged discussions or personnel 

matters. 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (release/no release) the Executive Session minutes of ___ as listed on the agenda and redacted 

as indicated.” 
 

Moved by, seconded by _____.  Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 
 

D. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR 

E. BOARD MEMBER ITEMS / COMMITTEE LIAISON REPORTS 

F. MINUTES 

1. Accept the Open Session minutes of October 13, 14 and 15, 2026 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (accept/not accept) the Open Session Minutes of October 13, 14 and 15, 2026 (as presented/as 

amended).”  

 

Moved by, seconded by _____.  Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 
 

2. Accept and Consider the release of the Executive Session minutes of October 13, 2026 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (accept/not accept) the Executive Session Minutes of October 13, 2026 (as presented/as 

amended) and release them.”  

 

Moved by, seconded by _____.  Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 
 

G. NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

1. The next scheduled Select Board meeting will be on Monday, November 9, 2026 at 6:00pm   

H. ADJOURN  
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