


FAIRHAVEN SELECT BOARD AGENDA 

June 8, 2026 6:30 p.m. 

Town Hall – 40 Center Street – Fairhaven 
 

The meeting can also be viewed on Channel 97 or on FairhavenTV.com 

Log on or call 1-929-205-6099, Meeting ID: 894 8599 3911, Passcode: 330130 
 

Subject matter listed in the agenda consists of items reasonably anticipated (by the Chair) to be discussed. Not all items listed may be discussed and other 
items not listed (i.e. urgent business not available at the time of posting) may also be brought up for discussion in accordance with applicable law. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

On March 28th, 2025, the bill to extend Open Meeting Law regulations governing remote participation has 

passed the MA legislature and been signed by the Governor. This bill will allow remote and hybrid meeting 

options for public bodies through June 30, 2027. 

 

Pursuant to an amendment to Town By-Law Chapter 50-13, all government meetings are available through 

web/video conference and are recorded. 

 

This meeting is being recorded by the Government Access Channel. It will be replayed on Channel 97 and 

posted on FairhavenTV.com. Anyone intending to make an audio or video recording of this meeting should 

notify the Chair at this time. 

 

Due to recent security breaches, Fairhaven TV has implemented a new protocol: Zoom camera video for all 

participants is disabled. If participants would like to speak or be recognized, click “raise hand” under 

“reactions”, and change your name to a full name to be unmuted. Thank you for your cooperation in 

protecting the integrity of Fairhaven government meetings. 

 

A. PUBLIC COMMENT  

B. APPOINTMENTS / COMMUNITY ITEMS 

1. Sidewalk Street Lamp Project Update and Request for Approval: Phase II at Millicent Library. Nils 

Isaksen will update the Board on Phase II of the Sidewalk Street Light Project outside the Millicent 

Library. Mr. Isaksen is seeking approval to install a total of six decorative street lights, two each on 

Center, Walnut and William Streets from the Board.  

 

Included in your Board materials is an aerial photo that identifies the location of the six street lights, a 

photo of the Millicent Library with the streetlights superimposed and a spec sheet of the proposed light.   

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (approve/not approve) approve the installation of six street lights in the town right of way 

around the Millicent Library as presented this evening.”   

 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote 

 

2. Appointment Request: Cultural Council: Jennifer Paulino. - The Fairhaven Cultural Council is an 

appointed board whose function is to award grant funding to local individuals and programs that provide 

cultural opportunities and support the growth of the arts and humanities in our community. The Fairhaven 

Cultural Council has two open seats, terms are for three years.  

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (appoint/not appoint) Jennifer Paulino to the Cultural Council for a 3-year term.”   

 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote 

 



3. Appointment Request: Lagoa Friendship Pact Committee: Charles Murphy Sr. - Mr. Murphy has 

been liaison to Lagoa for several years and is seeking to continue to serve the Town and this committee as 

an appointed member. 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (appoint/not appoint) Charles Murphy Sr. to the Lagoa Friendship Pact Committee for a 1-year 

term.”   

 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote 

 

4. Event Request: Run to Remember, 5k walk/run: October 25, 2026. - LCpl Matthew R. Rodriguez was 

a lifelong Fairhaven resident who was killed in action in Afghanistan on Dec. 11, 2013. In 2014, the LCpl 

Matthew R. Rodriguez Memorial Foundation was established to serve the community with the same 

patriotism, honor and dedication that Matthew demonstrated in service to our country. The Foundation has 

held this 5k annually over the last few years as part of their efforts and the Board’s packet includes a letter 

describing other details about the Foundation and their mission. Organizers will coordinate with Fairhaven 

Police, Fire and Public Works on requirements or conditions needed. 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (approve/not approve) the event request for the Run to Remember 5K on October 25, 2026 

contingent upon any conditions from Police, Fire and Public Works.”   

 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

 

5. Event Request: Fairhaven Turkey Trot, 5k walk/run: November 26, 2026. - The Greater New 

Bedford Track Club is seeking approval to hold their annual Turkey Trot, 5k walk/run on Thanksgiving. 

The 5k collects canned goods and funds to support the Shepherd’s Pantry in Acushnet. Other details about 

the event are in the Board’s packet. Organizers will coordinate with Fairhaven Police, Fire and Public 

Works on requirements or conditions needed. 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (approve/not approve) the event request for the Fairhaven Turkey Trot, 5k walk/run on 

November 26, 2026 contingent upon any conditions from Police, Fire and Public Works.”   

 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

 

C. ACTION / DISCUSSION 

1. Consider Release of Agreement and Voluntary Covenants on Former G. Borne Knowles Site. - This 

item was continued from the Board’s May 26, 2026 meeting. When completing additional deed research, 

the new owner of the former G. Bone Knowles property found the property has a Voluntary Covenant for 

Development recorded at the Registry of Deeds that was related to a former development proposal to 

construct 50 condominiums.  The Covenant limited development on the property to 50 condominium 

units.  While the proposed condo development did not proceed, the Covenant remains in place.  In 

researching why, the Covenant was placed on the property, a Planning Board member at the time the 

condominium development was proposed indicated that the developer/land owner agreed to place the 

Covenant to appease opponents who were concerned that a second phase could occur increasing the 

number of condos above 50 units.  

 



The developer of the proposed Friendly 40B is requesting the Town release the Covenant to expand the 

options to redevelop the property.  In consultation with counsel, the Select Board and Planning Board can 

vote to release the Covenant allowing the property to be redeveloped in a manner consistent with current 

Town bylaws.  A copy of the Covenant and legal opinion is included in the Board materials. 

 

At the May 26th meeting, there were some concerns raised about existing wetlands on the property to be 

developed.  The Conservation Commission Chair and Conservation Agent presented information 

supporting two existing portions of the property that were protected for conservation purposes and was 

looking for verification those portions of the property would be undisturbed.  After meeting with the 

developer, their engineer, the Conservation Commission Chair, Conservation Agent and Town 

Administrator, the developer confirmed they were aware of the two areas of the property that were 

protected for conservation purposes and their proposed site plan did not disturb those areas in any way.  A 

second question was asked about whether a 40B is required to comply with local wetland bylaws.  A 40B 

project is required to comply with the State Wetland Act.  If the local wetland bylaw is more restrictive, 

the developer would need to request a waiver of the local bylaw.  As this point, it is not known if a waiver 

of the local wetland bylaw will be necessary. 

 

Suggested Motions: 

“I move to determine that release of the Agreement and Voluntary Covenant for Development recorded at 

Book 8257, Page 132 is in the best interests of the Town and to approve the Release of Agreement and 

Voluntary Covenant for Development dated ______ provided by _________. 
 

                                                                                OR 
 

“I move to determine that release of the Agreement and Voluntary Covenant for Development recorded at 

Book 8257, Page 132 is not in the best interests of the Town and to deny the Release of Agreement and 

Voluntary Covenant for Development dated ______ provided by _________.” 

 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

 

2. Consider Renaming Union Wharf in Honor of Senator William Q. “Biff” MacLean Jr. - Select 

Board member Saunders has submitted a request for Select Board to consider naming the Town-owned 

Union Wharf after the late Senator William “Biff” Q. MacLean Jr. in recognition of his longstanding 

contributions to Fairhaven, his family's historic connection to Union Wharf through MacLean’s Seafood, 

and his distinguished record of public service and community involvement. The request asserts that the 

proposed dedication meets the criteria outlined in the Town's Dedication Policy. 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (approve/not approve) renaming Union Wharf to MacLean’s Wharf.”   

 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

 

  



 

3. Consider Designating the Harbormaster and Building Commissioner as Authorized Signatories for 

Chapter 91. - This item was tabled at the Board’s April 27, 2026 meeting. MassDEP administers the 

regulatory provisions of the Massachusetts Public Waterfront Act, commonly called Chapter 91.  The act 

regulates the use of coastal and inland waterways to protect access, fishing, fowling, and navigation rights.  

Municipalities use it to review waterfront projects, enforce public access, and to permit projects such as 

docks and waterfront structures. 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (designate/not designate) the Harbormaster and Building Commissioner as the Authorized 

Signatories for Chapter 91 for the Town of Fairhaven.”   

 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote 

D. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR 

E. MINUTES 

1.  Accept the Open Session minutes of May 26, 2026 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (accept/not accept) the open session minutes of May 26, 2026 (as presented/as amended)” 

 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote 

F. CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Emails: Michelle Costen: 2-40 cars; Drug Treatment Center; Fairhaven’s Got Pride 

2. Fairhaven Contributory Retirement Board: Cost-of-Living-Adjustment Public Hearing notice 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (enter/not enter) the Select Board correspondence as listed into the record” 

 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote 

G. NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

1. The Select Board will meet for election results and candidate statements on Tuesday, June 9, 2026 at 8pm  

2. The next scheduled Select Board meeting will be on Monday, June 15, 2026 at 6:30 pm  

H. BOARD MEMBER ITEMS / COMMITTEE LIAISON REPORTS 

I. ADJOURN  
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handout to Select Board from Brandon Estrella
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Town of Fairhaven 

Report of the Town Administrator 
June 8, 2026 

               
 

Financial Updates 

• The Town of Fairhaven will receive an additional $100,000 for sidewalk improvements from the 

Commonwealth’s supplemental spending bill.  The bill was expected to reach the Governor's desk 

by the end of last week. 

 

Project Updates 

• The Livesey pickleball courts will be closed to the public from Monday, June 8th to Friday, June 

12th to perform warranty repair work on the painted surface.   The courts are anticipated to 

reopen on Saturday, June 13th. 

• Fairhaven’s pavement management program, developed with an engineering consultant and 

updated every 3–4 years, uses the Pavement Condition Index (PCI) to evaluate road conditions 

and determine the most effective maintenance strategies.  

o To extend the life of our roads and reduce long-term costs, the Town is implementing three 

pavement preservation treatments: 

▪ Crack sealing – fills and seals cracks to prevent further deterioration. 

▪ Fog sealing – applies a protective asphalt treatment to newer roads, restoring oils and 

extending pavement life by 3–5 years. 

▪ Micro surfacing – adds a thin new wearing surface that seals imperfections and can 

extend pavement life by 8–10 years. 

o Pavement preservation is an ongoing, cost-effective approach that helps keep roads in good 

condition, reduces the need for more extensive repairs, and protects the Town’s infrastructure 

investment. 

Personnel Update 

• The Town and AFSCME collective bargaining unit representing clerical staff have successfully 

negotiated combining the full time Board of Health Admin. position with the part time Town Clerk 

Admin. position.  Current Board of Health Admin. Angelica Mederios will fill this new, combined 

position.  Combining the positions will save an estimated $15,000. 

 

Miscellaneous Updates  

• The Board of Public Works would like to remind homeowners that driveway contractors working 

in Town, must be licensed to perform such work with the Board of Public Works.  To verify your 

driveway contractor is licensed with the Town, contact the Public Works Office at 508-979-4030 

or via email at bpw@fairhaven-ma.gov. 
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