


FAIRHAVEN SELECT BOARD AGENDA ADDENDUM 

May 11, 2026 6:30 p.m. 

Town Hall – 40 Center Street – Fairhaven 
 

The meeting can also be viewed on Channel 97 or on FairhavenTV.com 

Log on or call 1-929-205-6099, Meeting ID: 894 8599 3911, Passcode: 330130 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

On March 28th, 2025, the bill to extend Open Meeting Law regulations governing remote participation has 

passed the MA legislature and been signed by the Governor. This bill will allow remote and hybrid meeting 

options for public bodies through June 30, 2027. 

 

Pursuant to an amendment to Town By-Law Chapter 50-13, all government meetings are available through 

web/video conference and are recorded. 

 

This meeting is being recorded by the Government Access Channel. It will be replayed on Channel 97 and 

posted on FairhavenTV.com. Anyone intending to make an audio or video recording of this meeting should 

notify the Chair at this time. 

 

Due to recent security breaches, Fairhaven TV has implemented a new protocol: Zoom camera video for all 

participants is disabled. If participants would like to speak or be recognized, click “raise hand” under 

“reactions”, and change your name to a full name to be unmuted. Thank you for your cooperation in 

protecting the integrity of Fairhaven government meetings. 

 

A. PUBLIC HEARING – 6:30PM  

1. This hearing was continued from April 27, 2026. Building Commissioner, Richard Forand provided 

additional context based on questions from the Select Board, his memo is in the Board’s packet. 

 

The purpose of this hearing is to consider expanding the number of vehicles at car dealer/repair Artistic 

Auto Body, Inc. located at 98 Middle St., submitted by Mr. Rui Da Silva. The use of the proposed 

properties is a preexisting nonconforming use.  Mr. Da Silva is requesting to increase the number of 

vehicles from 2 to 40.  

The Town Administrator sought a legal opinion on the proposed expansion of the existing 

business.  Counsel opined that the expansion of a pre-existing nonconforming use is not 

granted automatic protection from zoning. G.L. c.40A, § 6 provides in pertinent part as 

follows: 

Except as hereinafter provided, a zoning ordinance or by-law shall not apply to structures 

or uses lawfully in existence or lawfully begun, or to a building or special permit issued 

before the first publication of notice of the public hearing on such ordinance or by-law 

required by section five, but shall apply to any change or substantial extension of such 

use... Pre-existing nonconforming structures or uses may be extended or altered, provided, 

that no such extension or alteration shall be permitted unless there is a finding by the 

permit granting authority or by the special permit granting authority designated by 

ordinance or by-law that such change, extension or alteration shall not be 

substantially more detrimental than the existing nonconforming use to the 

neighborhood. 
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The relevant zoning bylaw provides as follows: 

§ 198.21 Nonconforming uses.  

The lawful use of any structure or land existing at the time of the enactment of this chapter may be 

continued although such structure or use does not conform with provisions of this chapter subject to the 

following conditions and exceptions: 

B. Extension. No increase in the area or extent of the nonconforming use of a structure or land may be 

made. 

The existing nonconforming use of the property may continue its nonconforming use, but the proposed 

expansion of that use (car sales increased from 2 to 40) is not protected and ought not be approved by the 

Building Department without the referenced Planning Board finding. 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (approve/not approve) the application to expand the number of vehicles at Artistic Auto Body, 

Inc. from 2 to 40 as outlined in the submitted plans.”   

 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

C. PUBLIC COMMENT  

D. APPOINTMENTS / COMMUNITY ITEMS 

1. Bike Path Fund Presentation: Erin Carr - Ms. Carr will review a presentation regarding funding snow 

removal and maintenance on the Phoenix Bike Trail and Cushman Park Track. Ms. Carr presented to the 

Board of Public Works on March 2, 2026 and discussion included the processes and priorities with snow 

removal. Ms. Carr is seeking a Revolving Fund be established for maintenance.  A Town Meeting vote is 

required to establish a new Revolving Fund.  If approved, an article will be included on the Fall Town 

Meeting warrant.  

 

Suggested Motion: 

“I move to include a warrant article to establish a Phoenix Bike Trail and Cushman Park Track Revolving 

Fund for maintenance of the facilities on the 2026 Fall Town Meeting Warrant.” 

 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 
 

2. Outdoor Seating: OEA Restaurant Group dba Olivia’s Restaurant – In 2024 the Board approved 

guidelines for outdoor seating and parklets. Brandon Roderick, the applicant for Olivia’s Restaurant is 

seeking a permit under this policy. His application, seating plan and insurance policy is included in the 

Board’s packet. Multiple Town Departments are part of the review process and the Licensing Clerk Sue 

Rizzo will be monitoring the feedback for any contingencies. Mr. Roderick will work with Ms. Rizzo to 

care for any comments prior to each department signing off. 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (approve/not approve) the application the Outdoor Seating and Parklet Permit for OEA 

Restaurant Group Corp dba Olivia’s Restaurant as outlined in the submitted plans and contingent upon 

conditions from Town Departments.”   

 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote 
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3. Presentation on Leasing Vacant Town Property to Construct Privately Owned Housing: John 

Hinds, Economic Development Committee – Mr. Hinds will present a proposal to lease specific vacant 

Town lots to developers to construct apartments with the goal to provide entry level pricing” for young 

professionals and trades people.  Mr. Hinds has met with the Fairhaven Housing Authority who has 

indicated they would be willing to provide administrative support if a project was constructed.  Mr. Hinds 

is seeking Board support to apply for a feasibility grant from the Massachusetts Housing Partnership to 

determine the if the property at the intersection of Spring and Main Streets, abutting Cushman Park. 
 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (approve/not approve) the Economic Development Committee applying for a feasibility grant 

from the Massachusetts Housing Partnership to determine the if the property at the intersection of Spring 

and Main Streets, abutting Cushman Park.”   

 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

 

4. Use of Town Hall Auditorium: Cultural Council Grant Recipient Reception: May 27, 2026 from 

6:00-8:30p – The Cultural Council is seeking the Board’s approval to use the Town Hall Auditorium on 

May 27, 2026 to hold a reception for recipients of Cultural Council Grants. As a Town Affiliated Group, 

the custodian fee applies but no rental fee applies for the Cultural Council. They anticipate about 30-40 

attendees. 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (approve/not approve) the use of the Town Hall Auditorium on May 27, 2026 as requested in 

the application from the Fairhaven Cultural Council with applicable fees.”   

 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

 

5. Use of Town Hall Auditorium: Art Event: A Night at the Town Hall, July 18, 2026 from 6:00-

10:00pm – Susan Darwin is seeking the Board’s approval to use the Town Hall Auditorium on July 18, 

2026 for a Summer Art Gallery. Ms. Darwin hosted a similar event in 2025. 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (approve/not approve) the use of the Town Hall Auditorium on July 18, 2026 as requested in the 

application from Susan Darwin with applicable fees.”   

 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote.  

 
6. Use of Town Hall Bathrooms and Temporary Street Closure: Belonging Committee, Fairhaven’s Got Pride: 

June 28, 2026 from 11:00am to 5:30pm – The Belonging Committee has submitted a request to use Town 

Hall bathrooms and have temporary street closure around Town Hall on Center Street between Main and 

Green Streets; on William Street from Union to Washington; on Walnut Street from Union to Washington; 

and on Union from William to Walnut for their event on June 28, 2026.  This request has been made and 

approved in past years. 
 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (approve/not approve) the use of the Town Hall bathrooms and temporary street closures on 

June 28, 2026 as requested in the application from the Belonging Committee with applicable fees.”   

 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 
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7. Special One-Day, All Alcohol License: Fairhaven’s Got Pride: June 28, 2026 – The Belonging Committee is 

seeking a Special 1-Day All Alcohol License to be used during the Fairhaven’s Got Pride event that will 

take place on the Walnut Street Side of Town Hall. The Board’s packet materials include details of the 

event. 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (approve/not approve) a Special One-Day All Alcohol License for The Belonging Committee at 

the Fairhaven’s Got Pride event on June 28, 2026.”   

 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 
 

8. Appointment Request: Joint Transportation Planning Group (JTPG): Josh Crabb and Vinnie 

Furtado – The JTPG committee advises the Southeastern Massachusetts Metropolitan Planning 

Organization (SMMPO) and offers a regular space for public involvement in the region’s transportation 

planning programs and discussions. Historically, the Highway Superintendent serves as the representative 

and Public Works Superintendent serves as the alternate representative for this annual appointment. 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (appoint/not appoint) Josh Crabb as the Joint Transportation Planning Group representative and 

Vinnie Furtado as the Joint Transportation Planning Group alternate representative for a one-year term.”   

 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

 

E. ACTION / DISCUSSION 

1. Flag/Banner Request: Belonging Committee: Juneteenth Flag and Pride Flag – The Belonging 

Committee has submitted a request to hang a flag/banner on the Town Office Building for the month of 

June.  This request has been made and approved in past years. 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (approve/not approve) the flag/banner request for the month of June for the Juneteenth Flag and 

Pride Flag.”   

 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

 

2. Flag/Banner Request: Fairhaven Improvement Association: Homecoming Banner – The Fairhaven 

Improvement Association is requesting permission to hang a flag/banner at the Town Offices to promote 

the annual Homecoming event in June. This request has been made and approved in past years. 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (approve/not approve) the flag/banner request for the month of June for the Fairhaven 

Improvement Association’s Homecoming Banner.”   

 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

F. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR 

G. BOARD MEMBER ITEMS / COMMITTEE LIAISON REPORTS 
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H. MINUTES 

1.  Accept the Open Session minutes of April 27, May 2 and May 4, 2026 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (accept/not accept) the open session minutes of April 27, May 2 and May 4, 2026 (as 

presented/as amended)” 

 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

 

I. CORRESPONDENCE 

1. South Coast Places for People: Re: Main Street and Middle Street One-Way Flow Assessments-

Comments 

2. Emails: Michelle Costen: Ref SB meeting 4/27/26-Education; Fwd: The cake is in the oven 

3. Email: Elizabeth Khoury: Converting Main Street to one way 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (enter/not enter) the Select Board correspondence as listed into the record” 

 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

J. NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

1. The next regularly scheduled Select Board meeting will be on Tuesday, May 26, 2026 at 6:30pm  

K. ADJOURN  
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Town of Fairhaven 

Report of the Town Administrator 
May 11, 2026 

              
Financial Updates 

• The Senate has released their FY27 recommended budget.  Below is the latest Cherry Sheet 

information.  As you will see, the Senate revenues have increased by $81,653 from the House proposal 

with no increases in State charges.   The next step in the State budget process will be a committee of 

conference that includes representatives from the House and Senate to determine a final budget 

recommendation. 

 
 

Project Updates 

• The Public Works Department held a public informational session focused on presenting the results of 

recently completed traffic studies.  The discussion covered three main areas: commercial vehicle 

exclusions, speed regulations, and one-way traffic flow assessments. The commercial vehicle study 

found insufficient truck traffic (0-3%) on proposed routes to warrant exclusions. The speed study 

PROGRAM

FY2026 Cherry 

Sheet Estimate

FY2027 Governor’s 

Local Aid Proposal

FY2027 

House 

Budget 

FY2027 

Senate 

Budget

Chapter 70  $            10,036,083  $             10,152,933  $ 10,285,363  $ 10,285,363 

School Transportation 0 0 0 0

Charter Tuition Reimbursement 9,961 6,420 16,883 16,883

Smart Growth School Reimbursement 0 0 0 0

Unrestricted Gen Gov't Aid 2,807,148 2,877,162 2,828,364 2,933,153

Regional Public Libraries 0 0 0 0

Veterans Benefits 394,286 367,697 367,643 367,643

Exemp: VBS and Elderly 133,669 146,934 146,934 123,798

State Owned Land 310,988 310,988 310,988 310,988

Public Libraries 45,057 45,006 45,006 45,006

Sub-Total, All General Government: 3,691,148 3,747,787 3,698,935 3,780,588

Total Estimated Receipts: 13,737,192$            13,907,140$              14,001,181$ 14,082,834$  

Education Receipts:

General Government:

Offset Receipts:



evaluated 11 roadways, with recommendations to lower speed limits on Bridge Street (40 to 30-35 

mph), Neck Road (40 to 25-30 mph), and Green Street (25 mph), while 7 roadways were not advanced 

due to insufficient data or poor enforceability. The one-way flow study examined three locations (Main 

and Green streets, and Main and Middle streets) and recommended converting these roads to one-way 

traffic to address safety concerns, particularly due to narrow roadways (15-17 feet for two-way traffic 

with parking), limited sight distances, and 40 crashes over 5 years on Middle Street. Residents raised 

concerns about enforcement, safety impacts, and potential effects on local businesses and parking. The 

consultants emphasized this was the first phase of a multi-stage process and noted that final decisions 

would require additional public input and state approval for any recommended changes. 

• Fairhaven received a State Community Compact Grant in the amount of $63,700 to purchase new, 

improved permitting software.  This software will allow customers to apply for various permits through 

the building department, shell fishing and parking permits, and any other permits that currently need 

to be purchased in person.  IT will be implementing the new software during the summer. 

 

Personnel Update 

• The Planner position has been advertised.  The deadline to submit a resume and letter of interest in 

May 9th.  Select Board member Mello was chosen a while ago to represent the Select Board in the 

resume review and first interview.  I have contacted Planning Board Chair Jessica Fidalgo requesting 

a Planning Board member participate as well. 

 

Miscellaneous Updates  

• Select Board Vice Chair Andrew Romano and I met with property owners of six properties at the end 

of Peirces Point Road regarding the proposed apartment complex proposed at the former G. Bourne 

Knowles property on Huttleston Ave.  The property owners voiced their concerns about the size of the 

proposed project and the impact they believe it may have on their property.  I am in the process of 

scheduling a meeting with the developers and Peirces Point residents to establish a dialog between the 

two parties. 
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