


FAIRHAVEN SELECT BOARD AGENDA 

February 23, 2026 6:00 p.m. 

Town Hall – 40 Center Street – Fairhaven 
 

Log on or call 1-929-205-6099, Meeting ID: 894 8599 3911, Passcode: 330130 
 

Subject matter listed in the agenda consists of items reasonably anticipated (by the Chair) to be discussed. Not all items listed may be discussed and other 

items not listed (i.e. urgent business not available at the time of posting) may also be brought up for discussion in accordance with applicable law. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

On March 28th, 2025, the bill to extend Open Meeting Law regulations governing remote participation has 

passed MA legislation and been signed by the Governor. This bill will allow remote and hybrid meeting 

options for public bodies through June 30, 2027. 

 

Pursuant to an amendment to Town By-Law Chapter 50-13, all government meetings are available through 

web/video conference and are recorded. 

 

This meeting is being recorded by the Government Access Channel. It will be replayed on Channel 97 and 

posted on FairhavenTV.com. Anyone intending to make an audio or video recording of this meeting should 

notify the Chair at this time. 

 

Due to recent security breaches, Fairhaven TV has implemented a new protocol: Zoom camera video for all 

participants is disabled. If participants would like to speak or be recognized, click “raise hand” under 
“reactions”, and change your name to a full name to be unmuted. Thank you for your cooperation in 

protecting the integrity of Fairhaven government meetings. 

• For anyone interested in volunteering, there are several vacancies on various boards committees and 

commissions. To see a complete list of the openings, please visit our website at www.fairhaven-ma.gov 

 

A. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

1. Pursuant to G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(3) To discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining or 

litigation if an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining or litigating position of 

the public body and the chair so declares (Donahue Settlement Agreement). 

B. APPOINTMENTS / COMMUNITY ITEMS  

1.  Consider Appointment: Treasurer/Collector: Wendy Cochrane – Upon completion of the 

advertising and interview process, Town Administrator Keith Hickey is recommending the appointment 

of Wendy Cochrane as Treasurer/Collector with a tentative start date of February 24, 2026. Included in 

your Board member materials is the resume of Ms. Cochrane. 

 
Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (appoint/not appoint) Wendy Cochrane as Treasurer/Collector.”   
 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 
 

2.  Consider Proposed Building Department Fee Changes – Director of Inspectional Services/Building 

Commissioner Rick Forand completed a review of surrounding towns to assess potential changes to the 

Building Department Fee Schedule. The proposed fee changes better align with neighboring 

communities.  The Board last adjusted the fees in 2023. 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (adopt/not adopt) the proposed Building Department Fees (as amended/as presented).”   
 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

http://www.fairhaven-ma.gov/


 

3.  Parking Fee Waiver: Hoppy’s Landing: All Abilities Fishing Derby on Friday, June 19, 2026 

from 12:00-3:00pm – Recreation Center Director Bernadette Barreira has submitted a request for no fee 

parking at Hoppy’s Landing from 12-3pm on Friday, June 19, 2026 for the 3rd Annual All Abilities 

Fishing Derby. Harbormaster Tim Cox also supports the event and also provides a parking pass for 

attendees to place on their dashboard during the event. 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (approve/not approve) the parking fee waiver for the 3rd Annual All Abilities Fishing Derby 

from 12-3pm on Friday, June 19, 2026.”   
 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

 

C. PUBLIC COMMENT  

D. ACTION / DISCUSSION 

1. Discussion on Closing a Section of the Bike Path Abutting the Atlas Tack Property – Recently, 

inspections of the remaining Atlas Tack structure were completed.  The results indicate that the current 

condition of the remaining building is poor and there is a chance the building could collapse.  The 

location of the existing fence could cause some of the existing building to fall outside of the fenced area 

on the South and Pleasant Streets.  Any debris falling toward Pleasant Street would remain on Atlas 

Tack’s property.  However, if debris was to all toward South Street, debris could land on or come to 

rest on the portion of the bike path closest to the building. 
 

Based on the risk of debris falling on a section of the bike path, I am requesting the Select Board consider 

closing a short section of the bike path and diverting users onto South Street.  The Town Administrator, Police 

Chief Public Works Director, building Inspector and Atlas Tack Working Group Chair Rick Trapilo met on site 

and agree that diverting bike path users onto South Street would be appropriate.  For safety purposes, the section 

of South Street abutting Atlas Tack would be closed to through traffic.  There is only one house along the 

roadway who will be allowed to continue to use South Street for access to their property. 

 

Included in your Board materials is a map of the area illustrating the location of the bike path detour.  Barriers 

and signage will be placed at both ends of South Street to restrict vehicular traffic. 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (approve/not approve) the temporary closure of a portion of the bike path on a portion of 

South Street that abuts the Atlas Tack property.  Individuals using the bike path will be diverted onto 

South Street at the beginning of the bike path closure and will reenter the bike path at the end of the 

portion closed.  In addition, while a section of the bike path is closed, South Street will be closed to all 

vehicular traffic”   
 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 
 

  



 

2. Call Local Town Election on Tuesday, June 9, 2026 and Sign Public Notice – The Town Clerk has 

provided a memo asking the Board to call and set the date for the next Annual Town Election on 

Tuesday, June 9, 2026 and to sign the notice that will be posted in accordance with MGL Ch. 41 §10 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to set the date and call the next Annual Town Election to be held on Tuesday, June 9, 2026 with 

the positions and term lengths as presented in the Town Clerk’s memo.”   
 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

 

E. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 

F. BOARD MEMBER ITEMS / COMMITTEE LIAISON REPORTS 

G. MINUTES 

1. Accept the Open Session minutes of February 2 and 9, 2026 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (accept/not accept) the open session minutes of February 2 and February 9, 2026 (as 
presented/as amended)” 

 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 
 

2.  Accept the Executive Session minutes of February 2 and 9, 2026 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (accept/not accept) the executive session minutes of February 2 and February 9, 2026 (as 
presented/as amended)” 

 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

 

H. CORRESPONDENCE 

1.  Emails: Michelle Costen: Ref: Citizens Petition Submitted; Public Comment-Ref 2/9/2026 SB 

Meeting; MGL c. 44 s. 55 quick note; Fwd: Affordable Home Ownership-Domino Effect; From the 

White House-21st century Housing Act; Reference to zoning delays-PB meeting 2/10/26 public 

comment; FWD: MAHT; Home Sweet Home Committee 
 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (enter/not enter) the Select Board correspondence as listed into the record”   
 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

 

I. NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

The Select Board has added a meeting on Monday, March 2, 2026 at 6:00pm, the next regularly 

scheduled Select Board meeting will be on Monday, March 9, 2026 at 6:30pm 

J. ADJOURN  
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RESIDENTIAL RATES 

TOWN OF FAIRHAVEN 
BUILDING 

DEPARTMENT 

ELECTRICAL DIVISION 

:New Singie-Family Dwelling ........................... . ................................................. $275 .00 
New T,vo-Family Dwelling ................................ . ..................... . ................ $400 each unit 
New Multi Family Dwelling (More th�n 2 Units) .................................... See Commercial Rates
New/Temporary Service .............. . .................................................................. �.$200.00 
Additions, Remodeling (two inspections) ................................................... , ................................ $125.00 
Generators ..................... , .. ...... . . . . . . .. . ... . . . . .  , .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. ... . . . . . . . . . .... . . . . . . . . .... $125.00 
House Alarn1s ................................................................................................................................. $100. 00 
Pools ................................. "" ................................................. Above Ground=$120.00, In-Ground=$180.00 
Re-inspection (paid prior to inspection) .................................. . ........................................................ $100,00 
Second and Subsequent Re-Inspection fee ..................................................... . . . .  $125.00 
Single Device/Appliance .......................................... (one inspection) $75.00, (two inspections) $150.00 
Solar Installation (rail and final inspections required) ........... . ...................................................... $200.00 
Underground Service, ..................... ! ............ , .................................................... $300.00 

COMMERCIAL RA TES*., ........................................... $100.00 application fee plus $12.00 per thousand 
Annual Maintenance Permit **(in-house electrician only) ........................................................... $200.00 
Circus, Ca1·nival, Fairs ............. , ................................. _ ...................................... $100.00 
Multi Family Dwelling*** (more than 2 units) ...................................... $100.00 fee plus $12.00/thousand 
Re-inspection (paid prior to inspection) .......................................................................................... $125.00 

ALL ELECTRICAL WORK MUST PERFORMED BY A MA LICENSEE 
24 HOUR NOTICE REQUIRED FOR ALI, INSPECTION REQUESTS 
RESPONSIBILITY OF LlCENSEE TO CALL AND STAND FOR INSPECTIONS 
WORKING W/O A PEfililT, FEES WILL BE DOUBLED AND OR F.INED 
FEES ARE NON-REFUNDABLE AND NON-TRANSFERABLE 
FEES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 

It shall be the duty of the permit applicant to cause the work to remain accessible and exposed for inspection 
purposes and that all work shall be conducted, installed, protected and completed in a workmanlike and acceptable 
manner so as to secure the results intended by 780 CMR. Neither the Building official nor the applicable 
enforcement authority shall be liable for expense entailed in the removal or replacement of any material required to 
allow inspection. 

*Contracts may be required and shall include material, equipment, and labor costs
**Not for Projects over $2500.00
***Each unit requires its own permit
****Permit fees for unusual or special conditions not itemizt4;h.¢rein will be

··•:.r"�'- •1�"\• 

the Building Commissioner. · · ·· 

Richard Forand Building Commisswner 

Approved by the Select Board, 
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TOWN OF FAIRHAVEN BUILDING DEPARTMENT 
PLUMBING/ GAS DIVISION 

Norman Lussier, Plumbing Inspector 
William Alfonse, Gas Inspector 

Residential Plumbing/Gas ....... . . ....... . . . . ........ ....... ..... Application fee of$75.00, plus $15 per fixture 
Re-inspection Fee (Paid Prior to re-inspection) ....................................... , .................................... $75.00 
Second and Subsequent Re-Insj:lectio·u fee ................... ............... ....... ....... . ....... $125.00 
Sewer and/or Water Tie-in .................... . . ............. ................................................ $85.00 
Tub -Shower ............................................................................................... $125.00 

Commercial Plumbing/Gas* ................................................ Application fee of $100.00, plus $20 per fixture 
Commercial Re-inspection fee (paid prior to re-inspection) ..................................................... $125.00 
Commercial Sewer and/or Water Tie-in ............................ .................... ............... $175.00 · 
Multi Family Dwelling** (more than 2 units) ...................................... $100.00 fee plus $25 per fixture 

ALL PLUMBING/GAS WORK MUST BE PERFORMED BY A MA LICENSEE 
24 HOUR NOTICE REQUIRED FOR ALL INSPECTION REQUESTS 
RESPONSIBILITY OF LICENSEE TO CALL AND STAND FOR IN,SPECTIONS 
WORKING WIO A PERMIT, FEES WILL BE DOUBLED AND OR FINED 
FEES ARE NON-REFUNDABLE AND NON-TRANSFERABLE 
FEES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 

It shall be the duty of the permit applicant to cause the work to remain accessible and exposed/or inspection 
purposes and that all work shall be conducted, installed, protected and completed in a workmanlike and acceptable 
manner so as to secure the results intended by 780 CMR. Neither the Building official nor the applicable 
enforcement authority shall be liable for expense entailed in the removal or replacement of any material required to 
allow inspection. 

*Contracts may be required and shall include material, equipment, and labor costs
***Each unit requires its owmpermit 

****Permit fees for unusual or special conditions not itemized here in will be determined by 
the Building Commissioner. 

Richard Forand, Building Commissioner 

Approved by the Select Board, 

(prev. $100)
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TOWN Of' t.,AIRIIAVEN 
REI HE.ATION D�P1I.RT�IE1\"r 

227 Huttleston Ave. Fairhaven, MA 02719 
Phone 508-993-9269 Fax 508-993-9257 

e-mail bbarreia@fairhaven-ma.gov
www.fairhaven-ma.gov 

To: Fairhaven Select Board 
CC: Dept. of Marine Resources 
From: Bernadette Barreira, Recreation Director 
Date: January 13, 2026 

DISCOVER The Benebit.s· 
M Hibl &NO alUU.hCIH 

Subject: Request to Waive Happy's Landing Parking Fees for All Abilities Fishing Derby 

Dear Members of the Select Board, 

I am writing to formally request the waiver of parking fees at Happy's Landing on Friday, 
June 19th from 12:00pm to 3:00pm for the upcoming All Abilities Fishing Derby, 
organized by the Recreation Department. 

The Recreation Department is excited to host this 3rd annual event. Our aim is to provide 
an outdoor recreational opportunity for all members of our community, regardless of 
ability or background. The fishing derby will feature accommodations to ensure that 
individuals of all abilities can participate and enjoy the experience. 

By waiving parking fees during the specified time frame, we hope to remove any 
financial barriers that may prevent individuals and families from attending the event. This 
gesture aligns with the spirit of incfusivity and accessibility that we strive to promote in all 
our recreational activities. 

We believe that events like the All Abilities Fishing Derby not only provide enjoyable 
experiences for participants but also contribute to the overall well-being and cohesion of 
our community. By supporting this initiative, the Select Board will demonstrate its 
commitment to creating a welcoming and inclusive environment for all residents. 

We kindly request that the Select Board consider our proposal and approve the waiver of 
parking fees at Happy's Landing on June 19th from 12:00pm to 3:00pm for the duration 
of the event. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

B��t regards 

'1..:5tun,a.� �� C(__ 
Bernadette Barreira 
Recreation Director 
Town of Fairhaven 
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PHOENIX RAIL TRAIL CLOSURE AT ATLAS TACK 
SCALE 1" = 40' 

PREPARED BY: 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 
5 ARSENE STREET 
FAIRHAVEN, MA 02719 
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T0VVN CLERK'S OFFICE 
FAIRHAVEN, MASSACHUSE1TS 

TOWN HALL · 40 CENTER STREET· FAIRHAVEN, MA 02719 

TELEPHONE: 508-979-4023 · EMAIL: CLERK@FAIRHAVEN·MA.GOV 

To: Select Board 

From: Elisabeth E. Horan, Town Clerk�� 

Date: Febrnary 18, 2026 

Re: 2026 Annual Town Election 

Honorable Select Board: 

MEMO 

ELISABETH E. HORAN 

TOWN CLERK 

I am writing to request that you take action relative to our Annual Town Election. If you would kindly add this 
to your next Select Board meeting agenda. 

CALLING FOR THE ELECTION & SETTING THE DATE: 

Attached is the Public Notice for the Select Board to call and set the date for the next Annual Town Election on 
Tuesday, June 9, 2026. 

Once adopted and signed, please return the original Public Notice to my office so that it may be posted in 
accordance with MGL. Ch.41 § 10. 

Nomination papers will be available the first business day in March, which will be Monday, March 2, 2026 at 
8:30 am. 

A proposed motion is included for your convenience. 

Proposed Motion: 

I hereby move that the Select Board set the date and call for the next Annual Town Election to be held on 
Tuesday, June 9, 2026 for the following positions and term lengths: 

• Two Select Board Members - 3-year term
• Two Planning Board Members - 3-year term
• One Planning Board Member - 2-year term
• Two School Committee Members - 3-year term
• One School Committee Member - I-year term
• One Board of Health Member - 3-year term
• Two Board of Public Works Members - 3-year term
• One Commissioner of Trust Funds Member- 3-year term
• One Housing Authority Member - 5-year term
• Precinct One -Tm-vn Meeting Members - Number of open seats to be determined*
• Precinct Two -Town Meeting Members - Number of open seats to be determined*
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Financial Updates 

Town of Fairhaven 
Report of the Town Administrator 

February 23, 2026 

• I have offered to meet with eight community organizations to present an overview on the 
FY27 proposed budget. To date, I have confirmed meetings with the Democratic 
Committee, Republican Committee, Council on Aging, North Fairhaven Improvement 
Association. 

Project Updates 
• Fairhaven received $499,850 Complete Street Grant for the reconstruction of Bridge Street 

between Route 6 and Alden Road. The project includes a buffered 8-foot-wide shared use 
path on the northern side of the street and a 6-foot sidewalk on the southern side. The project 
also includes upgraded crosswalks, ADA-compliant accommodations, RRFBs, and 
Accessible Pedestrian Signals. These grant funds will combine with a $1 million state bond 
authorization secured with the assistance of Senator Montigny to complete the project. 
Public Works does not anticipate this work to begin until the fall of 2026. DPW is waiting 
for Eversource to complete upgrades to their electrical service prior to the project beginning. 

Personnel Update 
• There are no personnel updates this week. 

Miscellaneous Updates 
• The Board of Public Works has submitted a warrant article seeking to amend the existing 

Removal of snow and ice bylaw to be included on the Annual Town Meeting warrant 
updating the removal of snow and ice from sidewalk bylaw. Below is the proposed bylaw 
with the recommended amendments. 

s 1 69-13 Removal of snow and ice. 
The tenant, occupant, owner or agent of any building or lot of land bordering on any 
street, lane, square or public place shall not allow or permit any accumulation of snow 
or ice to remain on the sidewalk adjacent to said building or lot ofland within 48 hours 
of snow event after being ordered to remove same by the Police Department. 
Ypen-Failure to comply with the order will result in a fine of one hundred dollars 
($100). within six hours after notification, by the tenant, occupant, ovmer or agent above 
specified, it is hereby ordered that said sno1vv or ice shall be removed by the Board of 
Public Works, and costs of removal shall be assessed to the owner of the building or lot 
of land so involved. 
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