


FAIRHAVEN SELECT BOARD AGENDA 

December 1, 2025 6:00 p.m. 

Town Hall – 40 Center Street – Fairhaven 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

On March 28th, 2025, the bill to extend Open Meeting Law regulations governing remote participation has 

passed MA legislation and been signed by the Governor. This bill will allow remote and hybrid meeting 

options for public bodies through June 30, 2027. 

 

Pursuant to an amendment to Town By-Law Chapter 50-13, all government meetings are available through 

web/video conference and are recorded. 

 

This meeting is being recorded by the Government Access Channel. It will be replayed on Channel 18 and 

posted on FairhavenTV.com. Anyone intending to make an audio or video recording of this meeting should 

notify the Chair at this time. 

 

Due to recent security breaches, Fairhaven TV has implemented a new protocol: Zoom camera video for all 

participants is disabled. If participants would like to speak or be recognized, click “raise hand” under 

“reactions”, and change your name to a full name to be unmuted. Thank you for your cooperation in 

protecting the integrity of Fairhaven government meetings. 

 
A. EXECUTIVE SESSION – 6:00pm 

Pursuant to G.L. c. 30A, s. 21(a)(7) to comply with or act under the authority of G.L. c. 30A, s. 22, to review the 

minutes of Executive Session on March 17, 2025, and to comply with, or act under the authority of, the Public 

Records Law, G.L. c. 4, s. 7(26)(discuss privileged written legal opinion regarding November 18, 2025 Open 

Meeting Law Determination 2025-201 and release of executive session minutes). 

B. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

1.  6:30PM – Application for a Farmers Distillery Pouring License Permit: Fairhaven Meadows, LLC, 

DBA Nasketucket Bay Vinyard 

The purpose of the hearing will be to receive information and public comment on the proposed application for 

a Farmers Distillery Pouring License Permit. The name of the establishment is Fairhaven Meadows, LLC DBA 

Nasketucket Bay Vineyard, located at 237 New Boston Road, Fairhaven, MA 02719. Application submitted 

by: Nicholas Christy/Owner, 6 Terry Lane, East Wareham, MA 02571  

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (approve/not approve) the application for a Farmers Distillery Pouring License Permit in the name of 

the establishment, Fairhaven Meadows, LLC DBA Nasketucket Bay Vineyard, located at 237 New Boston 

Road, Fairhaven, MA 02719” 

 

Moved by __, Seconded by__, Any discussion on the motion. Vote 

 

2.  6:35PM – Application for a License to operate a Car Dealer and Car Repair Business: TAG Fairhaven 

Holdings, LLC, DBA Tasca Hyundai Fairhaven 

The purpose of this hearing is to consider an application submitted for a license to operate a CAR DEALER 

and a CAR REPAIR business at 37 Alden Road, Fairhaven, MA. Applicant is TAG FAIRHAVEN 

HOLDINGS LLC, dba TASCA HYUNDAI FAIRHAVEN. Robert F Tasca, Jr. President. 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (approve/not approve) the application submitted for a license to operate a Car Dealer and a Car 



Repair business at 37 Alden Road, Fairhaven, MA. Applicant is TAG FAIRHAVEN HOLDINGS LLC, dba 

TASCA HYUNDAI FAIRHAVEN. Robert F Tasca, Jr. President” 

 

Moved by __, Seconded by__, Any discussion on the motion. Vote 

C. APPOINTMENTS AND COMMUNITY ITEMS 

1.  Consider Appointment: Dog Park Study Committee: Molly Turner, Carolina Martinez - The Dog Park 

Study Committee reformed in recent years and has not had enough members to begin meeting; currently there 

are three open seats. 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to appoint ____ to the Dog Park Study Committee for a term through May, 2026” 

 

Moved by__, Seconded by___. Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 

 

2.  Consider Appointment: Historical Commission: Brian Messier, Doug Brady - The Historical Commission 

has one open seat for a term through May, 2028.  

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to appoint ____ to the Historical Commission for a term through May, 2028” 

 

Moved by__, Seconded by___. Any discussion on the motion. Vote 

 

3.  Consider Appointment: Sustainability Committee: Wendy Drumm - The Sustainability Committee has 

one open seat for a term through May, 2026.  

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to appoint ____ to the Sustainability Committee for a term through May, 2026” 

 

Moved by__, Seconded by___. Any discussion on the motion. Vote 

 

D. PUBLIC COMMENT  

E. ACTION / DISCUSSION 

1.  Consider Proposal for the Establishment of a Full-Time, Embedded Mental Health Clinician – This 

agenda item has been moved at the request of Police Chief Dorgan to the December 15th Select Board meeting.  

Please pass over this item. 

 

Suggested Motion: 

No motion necessary. 

 

 Review Recommendations for 2026 Select Board Meeting Schedule - The Select Board is being asked to 

review and consider voting on their meeting schedule for 2026. It is in line with the current cadence of meeting 

on the second and fourth Mondays, when Monday is a holiday, the meeting is on the Tuesday. The calendar 

will be posted as it has been on the Select Board’s page. 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (accept/amend) the proposed 2026 Select Board meeting schedule.” 

 

Moved by__, Seconded by___. Any discussion on the motion. Vote  

 



 

2.  Consider a Policy for Select Board Agenda Deadlines - The Select Board Office is requesting the Select 

Board consider approving a deadline to submit meeting agenda requests and supporting documentation for 

upcoming Select Board meetings.  This request is being made to ensure staff has sufficient time to prepare the 

Select Board packets.  The deadline recommendation is the Monday prior to the meeting an agenda item is 

being requested. 
 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to” 
 

Moved by__, Seconded by___. Any discussion on the motion. Vote 
 

F. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 

G. BOARD MEMBER ITEMS / COMMITTEE LIAISON REPORTS 

H. MINUTES 

1.  Accept the Select Board Open Session minutes of November 24, 2025. 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (accept/not accept) the open session minutes of November 24, 2025 (as presented/as amended)” 
 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 
 

2.  Accept the Select Board Executive Session minutes of November 24, 2025 

 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (accept/not accept) the executive session minutes of November 24, 2025 (as presented/as 

amended)” 
 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 
 

3. Amend the Select Board Open Session minutes of September 30, 2025 - An error was found in the motion 

at the end of the minutes of September 30, 2025. An amended copy is in the packet and the Board is asked 

to accept the amended minutes. 
 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (accept/not accept) the amended open session minutes of September 30, 2025” 
 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 
 

I. CORRESPONDENCE 

1.  Email: Michelle Costen: Ref-11/24-25 SB meeting.   
 

Suggested Motion: 

“Move to (enter/not enter) the Select Board correspondence as listed into the record.” 
 

Moved by, seconded by. Any discussion on the motion. Vote. 
 

J. NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

The next regularly scheduled Select Board meeting: Monday, December 15, 2025 at 6:30pm 

 

K. ADJOURN 



Monday, December 1, 2025 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Pursuant to G.L. c. 30A, s. 21(a)(7) to comply with or act under the 

authority of G.L. c. 30A, s. 22, to review the minutes of Executive 

Session on March 17, 2025, and to comply with, or act under the 

authority of, the Public Records Law, G.L. c. 4, s. 7(26)(discuss 

privileged written legal opinion regarding November 18, 2025 Open 

Meeting Law Determination 2025-201 and release of executive session 

minutes). 
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New submission from Volunteer Opportunities 
1 message 

Molly Turner Molly Turner <no-reply@jgpr.net> 
Reply-To: mollyturner13@yahoo.com 
To: Selectboard@fairhaven-ma.gov 

Full Name 

Molly Turner 

Address 

31 Manhattan Ave, Fairhaven 

Email 

mollyturner13@yahoo.com 

Phone 

(508) 942-8102

How long have you been a Fairhaven resident? 

4 years 

Mon, Nov 10, 2025 at 10:08 PM 

What Board(s) or Committee(s) are you interested in joining? What is your reason for joining? 

I am open to any boards or committees, but my main interest is the dog park study committee. I am a lifelong dog owner, 
and want to be able to have a dedicated safe space for dogs to get out and play. 

Have you attended a meeting of this Board or Committee? 

No 

Have you served or are you currently on any Town of Fairhaven Boards? If so, please indicate what Board and number 
of years 

I have not 

Interests and Qualifications. 

I have been a dog owner (1 to 4 dogs at a time) for my entire life. I want to give back to my very dog-friendly neighborhood 
and to the rest of the townspeople to find a suitable location for a dog park. 

Consent 

.,,, I agree to the privacy policy. 

C 1





C 2







--- --- ------

New submission from Volunteer Opportunities 
1 message 

wendy drumm wendy drumm <no-reply@jgpr.net> 
Reply-To: wdrumm75@gmail.com 
To: Selectboard@fairhaven-ma.gov 

Full Name 

wendy drumm 

Address 

1 stetson avenue 

Email 

wdrumm75@gmail.com 

Phone 

(401) 787-3530

How long have you been a Fairhaven resident? 

10 years 

Mon, Nov 24, 2025 at 12:24 PM 

What Board(s) or Committee(s) are you interested in joining? What is your reason for joining? 

"Returning" as Vice Chairman of Sustainability . I have been a long time member-and have led and participated in 
Sustainability projects that range from Save Our Shore Birds to Holloween event for kids to plastic ban, etc .... great for 

Fairhaven 

Have you attended a meeting of this Board or Committee? 

Yes 

Have you served or are you currently on any Town of Fairhaven Boards? If so, please indicate what Board and number 

of years 

Sustainabilty Vice Chairman (7 years) 
Conservation Vice Chairman (starting on 2 years) 
Cultural (2 years) 

PS Former President of the Millicent Library Friends: raised funds to create new technology wing for public use 

Interests and Qualifications. 

I long to participate in ways that that reflect my deep interest in cohabiting with our natural environment. I have completed 
the Mass Conservation Commission courses. My former corporate life points me to look for a win-win for town and nature. 
For example (using a Cornell Study) we know where a house being built vs wetlands , or in a risky coastal area, will in 
result in loss of property and seriously negatively affect the property tax income to Fairhaven in years ahead. Today's 

bylaws are designed not just for the here and now, but for the future. Thank you for your attention. Wendy Drumm 

Consent 

.,r, I agree to the privacy policy.
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Calendar for Year 2026 (United States) 
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Fairhaven Select Board 

2026 Meeting Schedule with deadlines 

REQUEST AND SUPPORTING MATERIALS TO 

THE EXEC. ASST. 

(the Monday prior to the meeting*) 

MEETING DATE *if holiday-the business day prior) AGENDA POSTING DATE 

January 12, 2026 January 5, 2026 January 8, 2026 

January 26, 2026 January 16, 2026 January 22, 2026 

February 9, 2026 February 2, 2026 February 5, 2026 

February 23, 2026 February 13, 2026 February 19, 2026 

March 9, 2026 March 2, 2026 March 5, 2026 

March 23, 2026 March 16, 2026 March 19, 2026 

April 13, 2026 April 6, 2026 April 9, 2026 

April 27, 2026 April 17, 2026 April 23, 2026 

May 11, 2026 May 4, 2026 May 7, 2026 

May 26, 2026 May 18, 2026 May 21, 2026 

June 8, 2026 June 1, 2026 June 4, 2026 

June 22, 2026 June 15, 2026 June 17, 2026 

July 13, 2026 July 6, 2026 July 9, 2026 

July 27, 2026 July 20, 2026 July 23, 2026 

August 10, 2026 August 3, 2026 August 6, 2026 

August 24, 2026 August 17, 2026 August 20, 2026 

September 14, 2026 September 4, 2026 September 10, 2026 

September 28, 2026 September 21, 2026 September 24, 2026 

October 13, 2026 October 5, 2026 October 8, 2026 

October 26, 2026 October 19, 2026 October 22, 2026 

November 9, 2026 November 2, 2026 November 5, 2026 

November 23, 2026 November 16, 2026 November 19, 2026 

December 7, 2026 November 30, 2026 December 3, 2026 

December 21, 2026 December 14, 2026 December 17, 2026 

proposedll/1/2025 

*Select Board meetings are the 2nd and 4th Monday monthly (Tuesday if Monday is a holiday)

* Agenda item requests should be sent to the Town Administrator and Exec. Asst. for review and approval the Monday

prior to the meeting date (if the deadline is a holiday, due the business day prior)

Complete packet document(s) for approved items should be sent with the request for the agenda item

-Dates are subject to change or items moved to alternate meeting dates at the discretion of the TA I Chair

--Any exceptions should be approved through the Town Administrator and Select Board Chair
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FAIRHAVEN SELECT BOARD 

Meeting Minutes 

November 24, 2025 

Present: Charles Murphy Sr., Andrew Romano, Natalie A. Mello, Keith Silvia, Andrew B. Saunders and Keith R. 
Hickey 

Mr. Murphy opened the Select Board meeting at 6:30pm 

A moment of silence was observed to reflect on Thanksgiving blessings, remember those lost or who may be 
facing hardships and to give thanks for the community. 

Mr. Murphy congratulated the Fairhaven High School Blue Devils on going to the Super Bowl for a third year in a 
row. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
Tara Dwelly of John Street addressed the Board with a statement about the constructive approval, failure of elected 
officials, the importance of being involved in Town affairs and asked for an external investigation regarding the 
constructive approval of the Timothy/Hiller subdivision. 

Kevin Grant of Fort Street addressed the Board as a resident and not as a Planning Board member. He asked for an 
external, third-party investigation of the Timothy/Hiller subdivision and said the cost to investigate is dwarfed by 
the potential cost of litigation and people deserve answers. 

Jennifer Carter of Paul Street addressed the Board; she is a direct abutter and has many questions on the matter. 
She is very proud of her neighborhood and asked the Board to vote for an external investigation. Never in the 
Town's history has a constructive approval happened and it should be investigated. 

Motion: Mr. Saunders motioned to take item C3 out of order. Ms. Mello seconded. The motion passed 
unanimously (5-0-0). 

ACTION/DISCUSSION 
Consider Conducting an Investigation for the Failure of the Town to Act on the Timothy-Hiller Subdivision 
Plans Resulting in a "Constructive Approval" 
Mr. Hickey addressed the Board regarding the constructive approval of the Timothy-Hiller Subdivision and 
apologized for Town staff not bringing this project forward. He has met and spoken with abutters and residents to 
understand the concerns. Processes have been put in place to prevent something like this from happening in the 
future. In meeting with the developer, their attorney and Town Counsel, the developer has agreed to additional 
terms and compliance with as many bylaws as possible. 

Mr. Hickey said the Public Works Superintendent has also reviewed concerns about smells from the Wastewater 
Treatment facility and advised that the smells are due, in part, to the plant upgrade and anticipates a significant 
decrease by July of 2026 as the work progresses. 

Discussion ensued as to how to proceed on the matter, potential outcomes and how the results would be handled, 
releasing a redacted report, whether action could be taken with elected officials, transparency in any investigation, 
concerns on future budget deficits of one and a half to four million dollars, Mr. Hickey's time will be focused on 
the budget and concerns on the overall cost and timeline of an investigation. The Board's consensus was for an 
external investigation, estimated costs are between six and ten thousand dollars. Mr. Hickey recommended Town 
Counsel not be involved in selecting an investigator and will report back an estimated timeline. 

Motion: Mr. Saunders motioned to request the Town Administrator contract to have an external investigation 
conducted with different outside counsel to determine the sequence of events that occurred from the date the 
Timothy-Hiller subdivision plans were accepted by the Town of Fairhaven to the date when the plans received 
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FAIRHAVEN SELECT BOARD 

Meeting Minutes 

September 30, 2025 

Present: Charles Murphy Sr., Andrew Romano, Andrew B. Saunders, Keith R. Hickey and Anne Carreiro 

Not Present: Natalie A. Mello and Keith Silvia 

Mr. Murphy opened the Select Board meeting at 11:03am 

Mr. Murphy explained that this emergency meeting was called due to the expiration of the current Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) for the interim positions of Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer/Collector today. This will 
ensure continuity for the Town by authorizing the Town Administrator (TA) as Temporary Treasurer until further 
extension of the two interim positions can be negotiated. 

ACTION/DISCUSSION 

Authorize Town Administrator as Temporary Treasurer for the Town 
Mr. Hickey addressed the Board about the existing MOU between the Town and American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME) for an Interim Treasurer and Interim Assistant Treasurer/Collector. 
Labor Counsel recommended the Select Board appoint the TA as the Temporary Treasurer to ensure that business 
continues until a meeting with AFSCME can be held to extend the MOU beyond September 30, 2025. 

Mr. Hickey added that the emergency meeting was needed because not all parties are available to discuss the 
agreement and appointing the TA as the Temporary Treasurer ensures that there is someone authorized to sign 

paychecks and bills payable for the Town until a new agreement is signed. The existing agreement was entered into 
from July 1, 2025 through September 30, 2025 until a new Town Administrator was in place to review and 
negotiate with AFSCME. Mr. Hickey's first day was yesterday. 

Motion: Mr. Saunders motioned Pursuant to G.L. c. 41, § 40, which authorizes the Select Board to appoint a 
temporary Town Treasurer in the event of a vacancy, and pursuant to Section 2 (aa) of the Town Administrator 
Act, which authorizes the Town Administrator to perform any other duties or tasks assigned by the Select Board, 
the Board hereby appoints Town Administrator Keith Hickey to the position of Temporary Treasurer, to 
serve until a successor temporary or permanent Treasurer is appointed by the Select Board. Mr. Romano 
seconded. The motion passed unanimously (3-0-0). 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Motion: Mr. Saunders motioned to enter into Executive Session PursHaRt to G.L. e. 30A, § 2l(a)(3) To diseHSs 
skategy with Fespeet to litigatioa if aa epeR ffleetmg ffi&y have a detriIHeatal effeet oR ilie bargaiaiag OF litigatiRg 
positioH ofilie pHelie body aad the ehair so declares (Civil Serviee) aad PHrsHaHt to G.L. e. 30A, s. 2l(a)(3) to 
diseHss skategy 1.Yiili Fespeet to poteHtial litigatioH where the ehair declares that aR opes sessioa WOHid have a 
detrifflental effect en: the To'IVil.'s litigating positioa (Atlas Taek) Pursuant to G.L. c. 30A, § 21 (a)(2) "[t]o 
conduct strategy sessions in preparation for negotiations with non-union personnel or to conduct collective 
bargaining sessions or contract negotiations with nonunion personnel AFSCME) and not to return to open 

session. Ms. Mello Mr. Romano seconded. Roll Call Vote. Mr. Saooders, Ms. Mello, Mr. Murphy, MF. Romano 
aad Mr. Sihr-ia in favor. Mr. Saunders, Mr. Mu hy and Mr. Romano in favor. The motion passed unanimously 
(3-0-0). 

Meeting adjourned to Executive Sessio11 at 11:10am 

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Select Board Clerk ( ah) 
Accepted on October 14, 2025 

Amended (as shown in strikethrough and highlighted portion); Accepted on_ 
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