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TOWN OF FAIRHAVEN-BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 
REQUEST TO USE TOWN PROPERTY 

Date of Event: 1 O/S/2025 Time: 7 am - 1 pm

Name: Adriann Corazzini - Southcoast Health 

Address: 101 Page Street 

City/Town/Zip: New Bedford, MA 027 40 

Phone#: {508) 973-5811 

Email: corazzinia@southcoast.org 

Location Request: See Race Route 

Type ofEvent: Podkowa SK Race Fundraiser 

Estimated Number of 7 SQ
People Attending --------------------------
Sp e ci a I Requests -

Additional Fee may apply: --------------------------
Fee: $25.00 non refundable - Check made payable to "Town of Fairhaven" 

Date Paid: ____ _ Receipt # ________ Check# _____ _ 

Rules & Regulations: No food or alcoholic beverages are permitted on the premise. 

Approved: 

Not Approved: 

No tents are allowed on premise. 

All decorations must be removed when function is completed. 

Limited amount of chairs for elderly. 

Area must be cleaned when function is completed. 

*unless otherwise noted.

* 

Date: --------------------------
Date: --------------------------
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DISCLOSURE BY NON-ELECTED MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEE OF FINANCIAL INTEREST 

Name: 

Title or Position: 

Municipal Agency: 

Agency Address: 

Office Phone: 

Office E-mail: 

Particular matter 

E.g., a judicial or other
proceeding, application,
submission, request
for a ruling or other
determination, contract,
claim, controversy,
charge, accusation,
arrest, decision,
determination, or finding.

Your required 
participation in the 
particular matter: 

E.g., approval,
disapproval, decision,
recommendation,
rendering advice,
investigation, other.

AND DETERMINATION BY APPOINTING AUTHORff;?;�ir-:•A!JCt,& TflWN CI �wK AS REQUIRED BY G. LC. 268A, § 19 �cD0'2c125 ruJk20 AMB:°52
MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEE INFORMATION 
Brian Messier 

Atlas Tack Working Group member 

Town of Fairhaven 

40 Center St, Fairhaven MA 02719 

508-979-4023

gsamia@fairhaven-ma.gov cmurphv@fairhaven-ma.gov 

My duties require me to participate in a particular matter, and I may not participate because of a 
financial interest that I am disclosing here. I request a determination from my appointing authority 
about how I should proceed. 

PARTICULAR MATIER 
Please describe the particular matter. 

The Atlas Tack property is being reviewed by the Atlas Tack Working group to create a report of the 
property's history, present and possible future to present to the Select Board. The Select Board has 
all final decisions of the property and all financial decisions regarding the property. I do not have a 
sole final financial decision which would bind the Property, that authority rests in the Select Board's 
purview. 
I am a direct abutter to the property being reviewed. 

Please describe the task you are required to perform with respect to the particular matter. 

As a member of the Alias Tack working group, I will compile information, facts and any 

additional responsibilities given by the Select Board or Town Administrator along with 

other group members in relation to the past, present and possible future of Atlas Tack 

property with a report to be presented to the Select Board. We are not responsible for any 

financial decisions or outcome of the property. The Select Board is the party responsible 

for all final matters including financial decisions relating to the Atlas Tack property. 

FINANCIAL INTEREST IN THE PARTICULAR MA TIER 

C 1







C 2













ITEM 
:office Supplies 

l?f:�CRIP!ION (if applicable) 
_ assorted office supplies 

�L�r�El_°-!splc1y Sig�it� Letter lnven��ry _ 
Large Wooden Pamphlet Display 

(?l9firEl_��p�rt�ent messag!:!_!:>o�rd (Approx 4ft x 8ft) 
i:ili:!_ to��� wi:io�_El!! i:,c1mp_!!IE:!t�splay(�rea� & �rick red) 

29 - assorted bicycles (BMX, Mountain Bikes, kid's bikes) 
,pea�_Sp _�rt� Scootei (���no�� if its·r����g)-- --------- -· ··1-

. Scooter (parts only) 
'Electric Hoverboard 

[!>.<:>91 stick with c��El __ _ 
: 2009 Ford Utility truck body only 
: aerator/ seeder for 3 point tractor 
�mis�i�r:ieous-tracto�, �o��� parts (entire P�Ei9
Oak Tree Trunks - approximately 20 feElt !ong � x2 
File Cabinets --.. ··-··------··---· 
table 
Office Chairs 

;End table 
Computer table 
Metal Cabinets 
Pamphlet or book holders 
1Teachers desk 
: Piano __ _ 
Student desk and chairs 

--+--- -- -!Utility body only 
'tractorpowered_aerator I seeder 
: assortment of belts, wheels, spindals, etc.
apP!'?�±Q_!eet !onQ �y 30 inch diameter
Metal 
8ft wooden 

.. ------·- ----·· - -
Misc size and color
--·····""" ---- -- . ····--- .... __ _Wooden

Misc diffrent size 
__ • large wooden 

:metal teachers desk --· -···· ·-· - -----
Small 

QUANTITY 
assorted 
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Town of Fairhaven 

Massachusetts 

40 Center Street 
Fairhaven, MA 02719 

Tel: (508) 979-4023 
Fax: (508) 979-4079 

August 21, 2025 

The Honorable Senator Mark C. Montigny The Honorable Representative Mark Sylvia 
Massachusetts State Senate Massachusetts House of Representative 
State House Room 312-C State House Room 134 
Boston, MA 02133 Boston, MA  02133 

Dear Senator Montigny and Representative Sylvia, 

The Select Board writes to bring up the topic of local aid and express our collective and unified 
concern about how the amount allocated by the Legislature for this item has fallen as each year passes.  
This topic has become critical for the Town of Fairhaven - and for almost every other city and town in the 
Commonwealth - as Fairhaven is presently struggling to financially balance our municipal budget.  
Despite our best efforts to craft a responsible budget which addresses the basic needs of our community, 
the historical cap on property tax collections as a result of Proposition 2 ½ have left us with very few 
options to address this revenue shortfall.  Local aid is such a revenue source and an increase in these 
receipts would go a long way to help close our budget deficit. 

The mechanisms which cities and towns are permitted to utilize in raising revenues to fund their 
respective budgets are well known and we do not need to go into that topic in detail except that one aspect 
must be highlighted as we have seen first-hand how it wreaks havoc on the ability of a municipality to 
balance its budget.  That aspect is that the foundational mechanisms of proposition 2 ½ (which were 
developed some 40 years ago) are such that the revenues cities and towns are statutorily able to generate 
do not allow these same cities and towns to keep pace with inflation.  This dynamic is a self-perpetuating 
cycle of revenue constraint which is no longer sustainable.  For example, although the reported inflation 
rate of 1.2% in 2020 was relatively low, 2021 and 2022 we saw a sharp increase of 4.1% and 8% 
respectively.  The years of 2023 and 2024 did show a downward trend (4.1% and 2.9%) but they 
nonetheless still exceeded the Proposition 2 ½ ceiling on revenue generation through an increase in 
property tax levy.  Plainly put, our expenses are increasing based upon inflationary pressures, yet we are 
not able to raise revenue proportionally to level fund our expenses.   

This is unsustainable and we ask for your help to find a solution through securing a material 
increase in the amount of local aid. 

For context, the town received the amount of $xxx.00 in 2020 (roughly x% of our budget income) 
from Unrestricted General Government Aid.  We also received $yyy.00 for Chapter 70 funds for this 
same period.  The present reported distributions we expect to receive for the upcoming fiscal year are 
$vvv.00 and $ttt.00 respectively.  Our next fiscal year is forecasted to experience a revenue shortfall of 
$1.4xxx,xxx.00 and is directly attributable to the reduction in Local Aid from the Commonwealth.   

A solution is to urge your colleagues to consider allocating a portion of the interest earned from 
the state’s Stabilization Fund (Rainy Day Fund) directly to municipalities which as the unofficial title of 
this fund indicates, is designed to help close budget shortfall when it is fiscally raining.  According to the 
Office of the Comptroller, the balance of this fund at the close of Fiscal year 2025 increased by 
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$111,350,000.00 to $8,634 billion and interest generated during this same fiscal year totaled 
$405,930,000.00.  See https://cthru.data.socrata.com/stories/s/eqrd-tdvi.   

We (unfortunately) report that it is fiscally raining in Fairhaven and we could very much use help 
from this fund to close our deficit.  As cities and towns struggle to meet basic obligations and deliver 
critical services, even a modest share of these Rainy-Day Fund earnings could provide meaningful relief 
and a measure of financial stability. This would represent a responsible reinvestment of state-held wealth 
into the communities that generate the fund’s balance.  These earnings represent a potential source of 
relief that could have a meaningful impact at the local level without compromising the integrity of the 
stabilization fund itself.  

Massachusetts communities take great pride in managing their budgets prudently. However, 
without increased support, they will continue to face mounting deficits and difficult choices that 
undermine the quality of life for residents. 

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter. We appreciate your commitment to serving the 
people of Massachusetts and respectfully ask for your leadership in addressing the long-term fiscal health 
of our local governments.  We would be glad to speak further or help coordinate input from other local 
leaders who are dealing with these issues also. 

Sincerely, 

Select Board Members 
Town of Fairhaven 

Charles K. Murphy, Sr., Chair Andrew Romano, Vice Chair 

Natalie A. Mello, Clerk Keith Silvia, Member 

Andrew B. Saunders, Member

https://cthru.data.socrata.com/stories/s/eqrd-tdvi


OPEN MEETING LAW COMPLAINT FORM 
Office of the Attorney General 

One Ashburton Place 
Boston, MA 02108 

Please note that all fields are required unless otherwise noted. 

Your Contact Information: 

First Name: Patrick LastName: Higgins 

Address: P O Box 290 (please use email to patrick@openmeetinglawenforcer.com only)

City: Northport State: AL Zip Code: 35476 

Phone Number: 50867 43140 Ext. 

Email: patrick@openmeetinglawenforcer.com 

Organization or Media Affiliation (if any): Patrick Higgins and Associates 

Are you filing the complaint in your capacity as an individual, representative of an organization, or media? 

(For statistical purposes only) 

0 Individual [j] Organization □ Media

Public Body that is the subject of this complaint: 

[j] City/Town □ county

Name of Public Body (including city/ 
town, county or region, if applicable): 

Specific person(s), lf any, you allege 
committed the violation: 

D Regional/District D State 

Fairhaven Select Board -------------- --------

Charles Murphy Sr. 

Date of alleged violation: 7 /2 8/2 5 
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FAIRHAVEN SELECT BOARD 
Meeting Minutes 
August 11, 2025 

Present: Andrew Romano, Natalie A. Mello, Keith Silvia, Andrew B. Saunders and George Samia 

Not Present: Charles Murphy Sr. 

Mr. Romano opened the Select Board meeting at 6:30pm 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None received 

APPOINTMENTS AND COMMUNITY ITEMS 
Fifteen Minute Parking Sign: Benoit Square 
Officer Coelho and Lt. Swain addressed the Board and reviewed the request, clarified no time of day restriction: 
the business requested it be during business hours. 

Motion: Mr. Saunders motioned to approve a fifteen-minute parking sign on Main Street in front of Galaxy Pizza 
House as outlined in the request. Ms. Mello seconded. The motion passed unanimously ( 4-0-0). 

Handicap Parking Sign: 38 Middle Street 
Officer Coelho and Lt. Swain addressed the Board and reviewed the request. 

Motion: Mr. Saunders motioned to approve a handicap parking sign at 38 Middle Street as outlined in the 
request. Ms. Mello seconded. The motion passed unanimously (4-0-0). 

Use of Town Hall Auditorium: Girl Scouts Award Ceremony. September 3, 2025 
The Board reviewed the application and memo from the Licensing Clerk. 

Motion: Mr. Saunders motioned to approve the use of Town Hall Auditorium by the Girl Scouts of Eastern Ma 
on Wednesday, September 3, 2025 from 5:30-7p. Ms. Mello seconded. The motion passed unanimously (4-0-0). 

Appointment Request: Historical Commission 
The Board reviewed the candidate list and confirmed that Gary Lavalette withdrew. Mr. Saunders said he would be 
recusing himself from the item due to business association with Mr. Carr. 

Patrick Carr addressed the Board and discussed his interest and application. 

The Board discussed the preference to have applicants present to speak to their application. 

Motion: Mr. Silvia motioned to appoint Patrick Carr to the Historical Commission for a term through May, 
2028. No second. The motion failed. 

Motion: Ms. Mello motioned to table this item until the next agenda. Mr. Saunders seconded. The motion passed 
(3-1-0) Mr. Silvia opposed. 

Appointment Request: Zoning Board of Appeals, Full Member 
Kristen Russell addressed the Board about her application and interest. 

Motion: Mr. Saunders motioned to appoint Kristen Russell as a Full Member of the Zoning Board of Appeals for 
a term through May, 2029. Ms. Mello seconded. The motion passed unanimously (4-0-0). 

Fairhaven Select Board - August 11, 2025 - Open Session - Page 1 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

Contact forms Michelle Costen; Will Gardner- SouthCoast Places for People (Attachment D) 

Motion: Mr. Saunders motioned to enter the Select Board correspondence as listed into the record. Ms. Mello 
seconded. The motion passed unanimously (4-0-0). 

NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• The next regularly scheduled Select Board meeting: Monday, August 25, 2025 at 6:30pm

• Happy birthday Mr. Romano

Quote:  
“Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep your balance, you must keep moving." Albert Einstein 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Motion: Mr. Saunders motioned to enter into Executive Session Pursuant to G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(3) To discuss 
strategy with respect to collective bargaining or litigation if an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the 
bargaining or litigating position of the public body and the chair so declares (Fairhaven School Committee v. 
Fairhaven Zoning Board of Appeals), Pursuant to G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(2) To conduct strategy sessions in 
preparation for negotiations with non-union personnel or contract negotiations with nonunion personnel. (Fire 
Chief) AND Pursuant to G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(6) To consider the purchase, exchange, lease or value of real 
property if the chair declares that an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the negotiating position of 
the public body (121 Main St.) and not to return to Open Session. Ms. Mello seconded. Roll Call Vote, Mr. 
Saunders, Ms. Mello, Mr. Romano and Mr. Silvia in favor. The motion passed unanimously (4-0-0). 

Meeting adjourned to Executive Session at 8:03pm 

ATTACHMENTS 
A. Rick Trapilo letter
B. Letters from Police, Fire and Board of Health regarding Atlas Tack
C. Revised Conflict of Interest Disclosure forms: Douglas Brady

D. Contact Forms: Michelle Costen; Will Gardner- SouthCoast Places for People

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Select Board Clerk (ah) 

Accepted on __ 



Monday,August25,2025 
Correspondence 

1. Massachusetts Historical Commission Meeting, September 10, 2025: National Register
of Historic Places - Rogers Grammar School, Fairhaven

2. Contact Forms: Lee Baumgartner, Christina Lopes
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From: Lee Baumgartner <sethrylie@aol.com> 
Date: August 12, 2025 at 10:43:57 AM EDT 
To: cmurphy@fairhaven-ma.gov 
Subject: Lee Baumgartner 8/11 meeting 

Hello; 

I very rarely reach out to the Select Board because I understand your all volunteers and have jobs and 
lives. The past couple meetings board members have voiced how the town needs to come together, the 
fighting ans attacks need to stop. I fully agree. Please watch last night's meeting. The passing of notes, 
lack of attention ( demeanor ) by a few board members while others were speaking isn't going to bring 
everyone to the table. Again, I fully want the town to get back on track and will do my part but it's going to 
take the whole village starting with the Select Board as our leaders. 

Thank You For Your Time; 

Lee 
Sent from my iPhone 
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