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Monday, May 12, 2025 

Executive Sessions 

Pursuant to G.L. c. 30A, s. 21(a)(3) tp discuss strategy with respect to litigation 
where the chair declares that an open session would have a detrimental effect on the 
Town's litigating position (Fairhaven School Committee v. Fairhaven Zoning Board 
of Appeals, Land Court 25MISC000064 ); 

G.L. c. 30A, s. 21(a)(6) to consider the purchase, exchange, lease or value of real
property where the chair declares that an open session would have a detrimental
effect on the negotiating position of the Select Board; and G.L. c. 30A, s. 2l(a)(7) to
comply with, or act under the authority of, the Public Records Law, G.L. c. 4, s.
7(26) (Fairhaven Wind and privileged written legal opinion regarding same)

AND to return to Open Session 
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Request for May 12 Agenda 
1 message 

Mark Rasmussen <rasmussen@savebuzzardsbay.org> Mon, May 5, 2025 at 10:44 AM 
To: Charles K Murphy <cmurphy@fairhaven-ma.gov> 
Cc: "asaunders@fairhaven-ma.gov" <asaunders@fairhaven-ma.gov>, "TownAdmin@fairhaven-ma.gov" 
<TownAdmin@fairhaven-ma.gov>, "ahart@fairhaven-ma.gov" <ahart@fairhaven-ma.gov> 

Hi Charlie - I am writing to request time on the Select Board's next meeting Agenda - Monday, May 

12 -to request the Board's approval of the Trott Woods Conservation Restriction (CR) on Camel 

Street. I had thought that this item had been continued to your last meeting, but it was not on the 

agenda. Therefore my new request. 

As you know, the Trott CR is an important part of the "Widemarsh Farm & Coastal Land Protection 

Project" which aims to protect some of the town's highest priority open spaces as identified in the 

Master, Open Space and Climate Resilience Plans. The CR's approval by the Select Board is required 

to receive an already-awarded $300,000 Conservation Partnership Grant from the MA Executive 

Office of Environmental Affairs. 

I have provided the Board with supplemental information on the project as requested since your 

last discussion of it. 

Thank you, 

Mark 

Mark Rasmussen 

President 

BUZZARDS BAY COALITION 

Main - 114 Front Street, New Bedford, MA02740 USA 

Tel: 508-999-6363 x.201 - www.savebuzzardsbay.org 
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PETITION OF THE TOWN OF FAIRHAVEN TO AMEND CHAPTER 160 OF THE ACTS OF 2003 

Chapter 160 of the acts of 2003 is hereby amended as follows: 

1. The first sentence of Section 1 is amended by striking out the words "board of selectmen

of the town of Fairhaven" and inserting in place thereof "chief of police of the town of

Fairhaven, with town administrator approval".

2. Section 1 is further amended by adding the following sentence after the second

sentence: - "No retired police officer shall be appointed as a special police officer

pursuant to this act if that officer has been retired for more than five (5) years."

3. Section 1 is further amended by striking out the words "The special police officers shall

be subject to the same maximum age restriction as applied to regular police officers

under chapter 32 of the General Laws." and inserting in place thereof "The special police

officers shall not be subject to the same maximum age restrictions as applied to regular

Fairhaven police officers under chapter 32 of the General Laws, but shall not be

eligible, to serve as special police officers if they have reached the age of 70."

4. Section 1 is further amended by striking out the words "he is" and replacing them with

"they are."

5. Section 2 is amended by striking out the words "or to".

6. Section 2 is further amended by adding the words "or chapter 150E of the General

Laws" at the end of said Section 2.

7. The first sentence of Section 4 is amended by striking out the words "board of selectmen

of the town of Fairhaven" and inserting in place thereof "chief of police of the town of

Fairhaven, with town administrator approval"

8. The second sentence of Section 4 is amended by striking out the words "board of

selectmen" and inserting in place thereof "chief of police"

9. Section 4 is further amended by adding a new third sentence: - "A special police officer's

appointment shall automatically terminate upon the officer reaching the age of 70."

10. Section 7 is amended by striking out the words "when a special police officer reaches

the age of 65. In the event the age limitation applicable to regular police officers serving

a town is increased from the current 65 years of age, the termination of benefits under

said section lllF, as provided herein to special police officers, shall terminate at such a

higher age limit but in no event shall the benefits extend beyond the age of 70 for any

special police officer." and inserting in place thereof "in accordance with said section

lllF or at the conclusion of the employment term, whichever occurs sooner."

11. Section 8 is amended by adding the word "not" following the word "shall".
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FINAL DRAFT 

Town of Fairhaven Charter 

Submitted by: Charter Committee 

Submitted to: Fairhaven Representative Town Meeting 

Version Date: 25 April 2025 
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SRPEDD 
'iouthcas.tC'm Ragion.111 Planning 
& Economic Dwek>pmem Diwict 

May 1, 2025 

Charles Murphy Sr., Chair 

Board of Selectmen 

40 Center St. 

Fairhaven, MA 02719 

ATTN: Mr. George Samia, Town Administrator 

Dear Mr. Murphy: 

The Southeastern Regional Planning and Economic Development District (SRPEDD} has begun 

the annual process to elect selectpersons/town representatives to serve on the Southeastern 

Massachusetts Metropolitan Planning Organization (SMMPO}, the committee responsible for 

development and review of transportation policies, priorities, federal funds, and projects for the 

27 communities in the SRPEDD region. 

The SMMPO is comprised of 13 members including Massachusetts Secretary of Transportation 

Swansea Monica Tibbits-Nutt, MassDOT Highway Division Administrator Jonathan L. Gulliver, the Mayors 

from the region's four cities (Attleboro, Fall River, New Bedford, and Taunton}, the Chair of the 

SRPEDD Commission, the administrators from the two regional transit authorities (SRTA and 

GATRA} and four (4} select persons/town representatives. Each year, two of these 

selectpersons/town representatives are elected to the SMMPO by a vote of the SRPEDD 

Commission. 

The four selectpersons/town representatives that currently serve on this board include: Diana 

Bren (Mansfield), Andrew Saunders (Fairhaven), Sarah Hewins (Carver), and Craig Dutra 

(Westport). Both Ms. Hewins' and Mr. Dutra's terms will expire this year (July 31, 2025} and 

they are eligible to seek re-election for another two-year term, but anyone will be allowed to 

contest their seats by seeking election. SMMPO election procedures and bylaws require that at 

least one, but not more than two, of the four selectpersons/town representatives elected to the 

SMMPO represent towns within Plymouth County (Middleborough, Lakeville, Carver, Rochester, 

Wareham, Mattapoisett, or Marion} and/or Norfolk County (Plainville}. This requirement will 

continue to be met by Ms. Hewins if she seeks re-election and is re-elected. If not, at least one 

selectperson/town representative from the towns of Middleborough, Lakeville, Carver, 

Rochester, Wareham, Mattapoisett, Marion, or Plainville must be elected to serve on the 

SMMPO. 

If they are unable to attend monthly meetings, SMMPO members are strongly encouraged to 

send a designee who is directly responsible and accountable to them in their absence; the 

designee may vote only with written and signed authorization from the SMMPO member 

provided before or at the time of the meeting. 

9 88 Broadway, Taunton, MA 02780 • J 508-824-1367 • � www.srpedd.org 
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FAIRHAVEN SELECT BOARD 

Meeting Minutes 

April 14, 2025 

Present: Charles Murphy Sr., Andrew B. Saunders, Keith Silvia, Andrew Romano, Natalie A. Mello and Interim 
Town Administrator George Samia 

Mr. Murphy opened the meeting at 6:00p.m. 

SELECT BOARD REORGANIZATION AND SEATING 
Mr. Samia facilitated discussion and nominations for Chair, Vice Chair and Clerk 

Motion: Mr. Silvia motioned to appoint Charles Murphy, Sr. as Chair. Mr. Romano seconded. The motion 
passed unanimously (5-0-0). 

Motion: Mr. Silvia motioned to appoint Andrew Romano as Vice Chair. Mr. Saunders seconded. The motion 
passed (5-0-0). 

Motion: Mr. Saunders motioned to appoint Natalie Mello as Clerk. Mr. Silvia seconded. The motion passed 
unanimously (5-0-0). 

PUBLIC HEARING 
Transfer of an Annual All Alcohol Liquor License for JPTS Wine & Spirits dba Southcoast Wine & Spirits 
to Jason 0. Silva 
Mr. Murphy opened the public hearing at 6:07pm and read the notice. 

Jason Silva addressed the Board regarding his application. 

No public comments were received. 

Mr. Murphy closed the public hearing at 6:09pm. 

Motion: Mr. Saunders motioned to approve the Transfer of an Annual All Alcohol Liquor License for JPTS 
Wine & Spirits dba Southcoast Wine & Spirits to Jason 0. Silva. Ms. Mello seconded. The motion passed 
unanimously (5-0-0). 

PUBLIC HEARING 
Transfer of an Annual All Alcohol Liquor License for for Fairhaven Wine & Spirits to Jayshreeben S. Patel 
Mr. Murphy opened the public hearing at 6: 1 0pm and read the notice. 

Jackson Cushman, attorney for the applicant addressed the Board regarding the application. 

No public comments were received. 

Mr. Murphy closed the public hearing at 6:12pm. 

Atty. Cushman asked the Board for the motion to include the managers and transfer of collateral to Rockland Trust. 
Discussion ensued as to the advertisement and requirements prior to the Board's vote. Atty. Cushman will contact 
the licensing clerk to clarify and reschedule the public hearing. 

APPOINTMENTS AND COMMUNITY ITEMS 
Special One-Dav Liquor License: Annual Full Bloom Festival, June 29, 2025 
Applicants Samantha Dungca and Alexis Costa addressed the Board about this annual event. This is the first time 
they are applying for a Special One-Day Liquor License. 

Fairhaven Select Board-April 14, 2025 - Open Session -Page I 
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April 24, 2025 

Town of Fairhaven 

Select Board 

40 Center Street 

Fairhaven, MA 02719 

Celebrating 250 years 

1776-2026 

Dear Fairhaven Select Board and Town Administrator Samia, 

It's that time of year again for the Town's Annual July 4th Celebration to be held on Friday, July 4, 

2025. 

The day will begin with the raising of the Big Flag at F.H.S at 8:30 a.m. Followed by the antique car 

cruise through town and arriving at Cushman Park to meet up with the start of the Parade. 

The parade will step off at 9:00 a.m. from Cushman Park (Green Street side) and continue down 

Green Street to Fort Phoenix, where the we will hold the Annual Independence Day Ceremony and 

the traditional cannon firing by the Fairhaven Village Militia to cap off the event. 

This year marks the start of the 250th celebrations; all leading up to our Nation's 250th birthday on 

July 4, 2026. We look forward to having a grand parade this year but an even grander one in 2026. 

Please join the celebration by participating in the parade and ceremony with a float, costume or just 

"comfortable marching shoes" to say Happy Birthday America! 

Please RSVP by July 1, 2025 to: 

July4thparade@fairhaven-ma.gov 

We look forward to seeing you at the Parade! 

Sincerely, 

5Pre fJ� Ja4, 4tli � 5 eam 

Wayne & Vicki Oliveira (parade & ceremony coordinators) 

John Medeiros (car cruise coordinator) 

Alyssa Botelho (Discover Fairhaven) 

#starsandstripesfairhaven 
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