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Town of Fairhaven
Board of Health

Town Hall - 40 Center Street - Fairhaven, MA 02719
Telephone: (508) 979-4023 ext. 125 -Fax: (508) 979-4079

October 8, 2025

PRESENT: Justine Frezza, Brian Meneses, Barbara Acksen, David Flaherty

Call to Order
a. Chair Frezza called the Public Hearing to order at 5:00pm. Chair Frezza welcomed
everyone.

Pledge of Allegiance

Welcome and Media Notification
a. Chair Frezza read the media and recording notifications.

Continuation of Public Hearing to Discuss and Possibly Vote on a Remediation Plan for
the Wind Turbines Managed by Fairhaven Wind, located off Arsene Street — Chair Frezza
opened the Public Hearing. Agent Flaherty reviewed that Fairhaven Wind has not
submitted any information regarding the wind turbine shut down times. The need for
updated data has been discussed. An engineering firm, Weston and Sampson, has been
obtained through a grant in the Land Use and Planning Department. Agent Flaherty has
been speaking with Bruce Webb, the Land Use and Planning Director regarding the
feasibility of having Weston and Sampson perform sound and flicker studies on the Wind
Turbines. Chair Frezza read a letter the Board of Health will be submitting to the Select
Board as a review of the health impact of the wind turbines (Attachment 1). Motion: Vice
Chair Meneses motioned to send the wind turbine letter to the Select Board. Member
Acksen seconded. The vote passed unanimously (3-0-0). Chair Frezza set ground rules for
public comment and opened the floor for comment.

Public Comment —

John Methia of Shawmut St — thanked the Board of Health for sending a letter to the
Select Board. It was noted that Fairhaven Wind was not in attendance. John Methia
discussed the flicker of the turbines and requested the Board consider voting for a
shutdown of the turbines during the flicker impact. There are already studies done
regarding the flicker and the times that this occurs. Further discussion occurred regarding
flicker from the turbines.

Carolyn Young of Eddy St — noted that one of her children has submitted impact forms
and read a letter from one of her children. The letter and impact forms summarize the
effects that are negatively impacting their family and request the turbines be shut down.
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Zack Aubut of Mill Rd — reviewed that the impact of the turbines are really affecting sleep.
The sound impacted them so that they have had to move their bedroom to a different
area of the house. Zack Aubut noted that this has been ongoing for so long that not very
hapeful that anything will change and notes the abutters have to stand together to get
remediation from the turbines.

Mike Thomas of Teal Circle — noted that the turbines have had impact and the tree
removal at the bottom of Hiller St has increased the impact of the turbines.

Chair Frezza —encouraged everyone to get involved as a Town Meeting Member or to run
for a Board and have a voice.

Grant Menard of Weeden Rd — Grant Menard commented on the distress caused by the
turbines, the sleep disturbance they cause and the lack of current mitigation. Grant
Menard noted being ridiculed on sccial media, which has discouraged others from
speaking up. Grant Menard encouraged the Board o read the recent information on line
regarding how wind turbines affect those living near them.

Daniel DeNardis of Mark Dr - commented on Fairhaven Wind not in compliance in
submitting the requested information from the Public Hearing on June 4, 2025 and asked
the Board of Health what is the consequence. Chair Frezza noted it has been reported,
but the contract is under the scope of the Select Board. Further discussion ensued
regarding the contract and enforcement. It was noted that the letter the Board of Health
is submitting to the Select Board addresses these concerns,

Curt Devlin of Elmview Ave — opened by thanking Agent Flaherty for speaking with the
Plymouth Health Agent and providing the memao Fairhaven Wind presented at the last
Public Hearing. Curt Devlin discussed the use of vegetation and fortified windows to block
the sound of wind turbines and why they do not work. Curt Devlin reviewed his slide
presentation (Attachment 2). Further discussion ensued regarding the infrared scund
findings noted in the slide presentation.

Carolyn Young of Eddy St — reviewed on the slide presentation that the Pierce’s Point
house belonged to her during the 2013 study. Carolyn Young noted that the study was
done during specific times to scale down the impact.

Ann Ponichtera DeNardis of Mark Dr — commented that Curt Devlin presented it all. The
Board of Health has the ability to act. Ann Ponichtera DeNardis noted that the residents
have attended Town Meeting and been trying for years to get the wind turbines
mitigated, and encouraged the Board of Health to act now.

The Board of Health and Agent Flaherty discussed what steps will need to be done next
to mitigate the turbines.

Grant Menard of Weeden Rd — requested that the Board of Health enforce testing on the
wind turbines be done before the contract is negotiated with the Select Board. Discussion
ensued regarding the contract and the building of new turbines and the health impact.
Curt Devlin of EImview Ave — summarized that the testing of the wind turbines and what
instruments are available to perform the testing. Discussion ensued regarding testing of
the wind turbines.

John Methia of Shawmut St — reviewed a case of bright spotlights in yards not being
allowed because it interferes with neighbors sleeping. John Methia noted that flicker is
there and does not change. John Methia encouraged the Board of Health to consider
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mitigating the flicker effect as a start. Member Acksen asked to explain how the flicker
affects the abutters. John Methia explained the flicker lasts about an hour in the morning
and an hour in the evening and certain times of year. John Methia urged the Board of
Health to act on the flicker.

Member Acksen noted that this has been ongoing for 13 years and something needs to
be done. Further discussion ensued by the Board of Health on what should be done and
when.

Rick Trapilo of Leeward Way — commented that Fairhaven Wind is here to make money
and the concern is not for health. Rick Trapilo noted that the Fairhaven Board of Health
is dedicated to promoting Public Health and, after listening to the abutters’ impact, at a
minimum should stop the flicker.

The Board of Health further discussed the possibility of a motion and what would be
needed to move forward with a motion.

John Methia of Shawmut St — requested mitigation be put forward tonight based on the
flicker study. Further discussion ensued regarding the feasibility study on flicker.

Chair Frezza closed public comment. The Board of Health reviewed the plan is to have all
of the information and studies in order before making a motion to mitigate any impact,

Next Meeting Date — October 22, 2025 at 5:00pm
Public Hearing Adjourned = Motion: Vice Chair Meneses motioned to close the Public
Hearing to discuss and possibly vote on remediation plan for the wind turbines managed

by Fairhaven Wind, located off Arsene Street. Member Acksen seconded. The vote
passed unanimouskhy (3-0-0).
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Attachment 1

Town of Fairhaven
Board of Health

Town Hall * 40 Center Street + Fairhaven, MA 02719
Telephone: (508) 979-4023 ext. 8125 - Fax: (508) 979-4079

Justine Frezza, Chair

Brian Meneses, Vice-Chair

Barbara Ackson, Cierk

David D. Flaherty Jr, RS , Health Agent

September 29, 2025

Fairhaven Selectboard

40 Center Street

Fairhaven, MA 02719 .

¢/o Charles K. Murphy, Sr., Selectboard Chair

RE: FAIRHAVEN WIND TURBINES

Dear Mr. Murphy

The Fairhaven Health Department and Board of Health (BOH) understands that the Town of
Faithaven’s Selectboard (SB) is in negotiations with Fairhaven Wind LLC regarding the contract
renewal for wind turbine operation. This office and Board has received many complaints about
{the Wind Turbines off Arsene Street Fairhaven since their construction. These complaints have
increased over the past few years, While many temporal and atmospheric factors have made
these complaints come from different areas of the abutting neighborhoods, they seem to have the
same thread; excessive noise and flicker. They state that these adverse conditions are affecting
their health and wellness, The BOH has conducted an ongoing Public Hearing and several Public
Meetings to listen to the stakeholders, Town Counsel and Fairhaven Wind in an aitempt te find
some resolution to these conditions. The BOH’s opinion is as follows:

1) The stakeholders/neighbors seem to have legitimate health concerns on the affect that the
Wind Turbines have on them during operation.

2) The remediation plan as proposed by Fairhaven Wind and accepted by the 8B in 2013 to
alleviate these affects does not seem to have been adhered to.

3) Fairhaven Wind has not supplied the BOH with information regarding Wind Turbine
cessation due to environmental conditions as required.

4) Any legal enforcement by the BOH under MGL Chapter 111 “Nuisance” would require
an updated Wind Turbine Study by a third party as MA DEP has discontinued that
service.

5) This study would be necessary as any legal adjudication would need data similar to the
testing done by DEP previously to come to a conclusion for or against. Recently,
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Attachment 1

Fairhaven’s Planning Department has obtained an Energy Consultant (Weston &
Sampson) who may be able to perform these tests if needed.

Please allow this letter to memorialize the BOH’s opinion to assist the SB in moving forward in
negotiations with Fairhaven Wind. We assert that Public Health and wellbeing of the
stakeholders and the Town should be an important factor in any decisions made by the SB. We
understand that the SB does not enforce Public Health regulations and codes but we felt that an
informed decision by the SB would be in the best interest of all parties.

Respectfully Yours,

Ik Ty

Justine Frezza, Chair

£ (Z

Brian Meneses, Vice Chair

Pl il v / ,!

Barbara Ackson, Clerk

DDF/boh
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