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Present 
Brian Wotton, Commissioner 
Robert Hobson, Commissioner 
Anne Morton Smith, Commissioner 
Travis Rapoza, Commissioner 
Daniel Lopes, Commissioner 
Vincent Furtado, BPW Superintendent  
Jeffrey Furtado, Water Superintendent  
Rebecca Vento, Office Manager 
Tobie Simmons, 97 Farmfield Street 
John Cronan, 97 Farmfield Street 
Eleanor Chew, 180 Main Street  
Ken Pottel, Fairhaven Pickleball Association 
 
I.  Call to Order 
 
Mr. Wotton called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. 
 
II. Routine Matters 
 
 A. Signing of Departmental Bills 
 
III. Approval of Minutes 
 

A.   April 24, 2023   
 
 Mr. Hobson motioned to approve the minutes of April 24, 2023. Ms. Smith seconded. Vote unanimous. 
 
 B. April 10, 2023 – Executive Session A 
 
Mr. Lopes motioned to approve the minutes of April 10, 2023 – Executive Session A. Ms. smith 
seconded. Vote unanimous. 
 
IV. Appointments  
 
 6:00  Tobie Simmons, 97 Farmfield Street – Water Meter  

 

Mr. Cronan requested permission to take an audio recording of the meeting. 

 

Mr. Furtado - Back in 2021, the BPW decided to embark on the journey of replacing water meters with 

the old touch pad, which we physically had to send someone out to the property to get the read and 

with the new meters, we are able to make the connection wirelessly. The goal of this upgrade was to 

save man hours reading water meters, to hopefully be able to bill quarterly and also for the benefit of 

leak detection.  These new meters are beneficial to the town and to the residents because we can tell 
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instantaneously if there is a leak at a property. We went out to bid for these meters and we selected the 

meters based on the safety and the ability of being able to read wirelessly. As part of this, the Town 

Engineer, Attorney and Contractor put together a policy as well as three letters. The first letter was to 

inform the residents to call Baystate to make an appointment to have their meter switched out. The 

second letter went out a month later reminding residents who did not previously schedule to have their 

meter switched out to call Baystate and schedule an appointment. The third letter was then sent out a 

little over a month after the second letter reminding again to call and schedule to have their meters 

switched out so we do not have to shut off the water. The policy and the letters were something that 

the elected BPW agreed on in September 2021. Out of 7,000 residents, there are approximately 300 

residents that still have not changed out their meters and the 300 that are left have not made 

appointments. We received your emails and invited you in to the meeting tonight to discuss it with the 

Board. The new meters are a better version of what is currently there but it is hardwired to the radio 

frequency unit that is outside of the property.  

 

Mr. Cronan – Just to clarify it is outside of the house on the property. 

 

Mr. Furtado – Yes. I also know that we have allowed other residents to move the meter and the radio 

frequency outside into a meter pit. This would be at your expense if you choose to relocate them to a 

meter pit.  Were we are right now is the Town owns the meter, we need to change the meter and the 

Town has the statutory rights to change the meter in accordance with the rules that the Board voted on. 

Also, we have the right to shut off the water, we do not want to shut off the water but we do need to 

change out the meter.   

 

Ms. Simmons - I believe that you are all good natured people and I see how hard you are working for the 

Town. I am not satisfied with the wireless communication device and I will not be allowing it on my 

house or on my property. It is nothing like the Sensus Touch thing that you described before. I have 

prepared a statement because it’s pretty complex. 

 

Ms. Simmons handed a packet to Mr. Furtado for the Public Record (Attachment A 7 pages) 

 

Ms. Simmons read a statement to the Board (Attachment B 7 pages) 

 

Mr. Hobson – I agree with some of your beliefs but I do not agree with everything you said. There are 

reason that we have to do what we have to do. It takes two to three months to read the meters twice a 

year.  

 

Mr. Furtado - We have every right to shut off their water. In September 2021, the Board voted on the 

three letters. They are here tonight and hopefully we can come to an amicable resolution. We are not 

trying to hurt them, we just need to change our meter out. 
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Ms. Simmons - We agree to change the meter but we do not agree to the wireless device. 

 

Mr. Furtado – This is what we know from our end, we have the information that we gave to these folks 
which is in your packet (Attachment C 2 pages) which was from 2019, it states that effective radiated 
output for the R900 devices is less than 100 milliwatts, so .1 watts. A microwave oven is 800 watts and a 
cellphone is 3 watts.  
 

Mr. Rapoza - The meters are not ionizing radiation correct?  

 

Mr. Furtado – Yes, it is non-ionizing radiation. 

 
Mr. Rapoza – It think that makes a distinct difference because the fact of ionizing radiation is really 
complicated when it gets into the cells. 
 
Ms. Simmons It is not that complicated its when it is causing heat in the body. 
 
Mr. Rapoza – I do not want to have a debate on that topic per say but what I am saying is that if it was 
ionizing radiation it would be much more pressing and because its non-ionizing it a big difference.     
 
Ms. Simmons – That is your opinion. 
 
Mr. Furtado – That is one of the reasons why we chose this meter. Truly it was more expensive than 
some of the other meters, but it is more accurate and safer than the other meters we were choosing 
from. 
 
Mr. Cronin – There was a more hazardous choice but you didn’t. 
 
Mr. Furtado – We made the safest choice we could based on the available data.  
 
Mr. Cronin – But you are acknowledging that they are hazardous.  
 
Mr. Furtado – It has markedly less radiation than a cellphone. When Mr. Jeff Furtado, myself and the 
Engineering that we hired were moving forward we looked at the safety of this because we realize that 
we own the meters we realize even though it is being hardwired to a piece that is outside of the 
property there really is nothing changing. 
 
Mr. Cronin – It is on the property.  
 
Ms. Simmons – Yes, and radiation goes through walls.  
 
Mr. Wotton – The information we have is that these readers are compared to an LED light bulb or 
incandescent light bulb. 
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Ms. Simmons – Which you can turn off. Can these reading devices be turned off? 
 
Mr. Furtado – I can imagine that they could be remotely shut off but that’s not the premise of it. 
 
Ms. Simmons – Are you going to be shutting them off for people if they request that? 
 
Mr. J Furtado – No. 
 
Ms. Simmons – So there is no comparison to a lightbulb or a television.  
 
Mr. Furtado – In their case could we and just turn it on to get the reads? 
 
Ms. Simmons – I do not want that on my property.  
 
Mr. Cronin – We do not want that.  
 
Mr. Furtado – I am just trying to think of a compromise.  
 
Mr. J Furtado – We have given them an option to put everything outside of the house. 
 
Ms. Simmons – At our own expense and what a matter of several fee from our house? 
 
Mr. J Furtado – No it would be in the sidewalk where most of the meter pits are installed in Town. 
 
Ms. Simmons – Where my children play and ride their bikes. 
 
Mr. J Furtado – You next door neighbor has one outside of the house. 
 
Ms. Simmons – Which increases my concern. The more devices that you have the more the radiation 
multiples.  
 
Ms. Smith – Your neighbors cannot possibly have them removed. 
 
Ms. Simmons – Why can’t they be removed? Its part of the law.  
Ms. Smith – They have already agreed to have their meters changed out. 
 
Ms. Simmons – Were people warned of the hazards before they agreed and consented to having them 
installed? 
 
Mr. Rapoza – As far as I understand this has been approved by agency’s that conduct safety for the 
United States. 
 
Mr. Wotton asked Ms. Simmons to respect the commissioner’s chance to rebut you and speak to you. 
Otherwise if you do not let them talk, they are not going to want to talk and there will be no 
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compromise from anyone. In order to move this in the right direction and down the road please respect 
their time, they respected yours. I ask if one of the commissioners are speaking then you do not.  
 
Ms. Simmons – I am sorry I am feeling very threatened and intimidated. 
 
Mr. Wotton – I know, I felt very threatened and intimidated by your letters and your speech because 
you kept referring to the BPW and I am the chairman of the BPW and I received nothing but carbon 
copies of your most recent emails.  
 
Ms. Simmons – We are in survival mode because we are afraid that you are going to shut off our water. 
 
Mr. Wotton – The initial three letters that you received were drafted by attorneys that obey every single 
law, we cannot do anything in violation and we have to follow any sort of law. The BPW owns the water 
meter, you do not. 
 
Ms. Simmons – Right, I agree. 
 
Mr. Wotton – If we want to take our water meter back, we can. We do not want to do that. 
 
Ms. Simmons – I do not mind if you take it back. Just do not shut off my water. 
 
Mr. Wotton – When the water meter disconnects everything prior to the meter will not operate 
anymore. 
 
Ms. Simmons – Why would you do that to us? 
 
Mr. Wotton – We did not and we haven’t. The letters were meant to get your attention and to call us 
and talk with them. 
 
Ms. Simmons – I did respond.  
 
Mr. Wotton – Please respect me we sat here and listened to your letter, we been cordial and have done 
nothing wrong and for you to take that animosity out on him when he is trying to ask questions and get 
to the bottom of what his things are but you are interjecting and snapping back. I am asking you when 
someone of the Board is speaking do not talk back or interject unless they ask you a specific question. I 
want to try and help find a resolution for you, I do not want to shut your water off. I do not want to do 
any of that but please respect us. If you do not respect us I am going to move on to the next item on the 
agenda.  
 
Mr. Rapoza – I do not have any questions anymore. I do not think that we are going to come to an 
agreement about this. I think that we should just move on to the state and try to find a compromise. I 
disagree with several of the characterizations, you said the words hazardous, I am not sure that is 
entirely true, and there are many different layers to this. I feel that we should just move on to 
negotiations.  
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Mr. Lopes – I am an assistant radiation officer and I just wanted to chime in a little bit. I think I might be 
the only one here that is close to ionizing radiation on a daily basis. At least in in what I have seen the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission and that regards for ionizing radiation. There is different levels. You 
have alpha particles in mass that do not travel far and are stop by the dead layer of your skin. Beta 
particles around 240 KEV or above that is when you start to see people wear dosimeter’s in hospitals. 
Then you have X-rays or X-ray generating devices and then you have RF. I am not as versatile in RF as I 
am in ionizing radiation. I will say in my experience the past 10 years just working in the safety field. It 
seems like regulations do change depending if there are any unknowns out there. I think maybe if we 
can just come to the point where we can find some common ground or resolution moving forward that 
does not involve your water being shut off is where I would like to focus.  
 
Mr. Wotton – We would like to find a resolution. We do not want to sit here and argue back and forth. 
 
Mr. Hobson – I think that we should continue this for thirty days and see how we can accommodate. 
This is not the only Town that these meters have gone into. Let’s look at what other Towns did in this 
situation. 
 
Ms. Smith – I think that we are willing to discuss and individual case and what might be able to happen 
in 30 days but not to the 16 people around you, we cannot do anything about theirs. 
 
Mr. Rapoza – Mr. Furtado do you have anything that has been done or know of anything that has been 
done? 
 
Mr. Furtado – I will ask around. I know in New Bedford they shut people’s water off. I do not know if 
they made any exceptions but I will certainly inquire. I thought that what we offered to put it on the 
sidewalk would have checked the box. We are late to the game and there are plenty of other 
communities that we can ask.    
 

Mr. Cronin reviewed with the Board what the definition of a meter is. Also, he showed a picture of a 

Neptune Water Meter and a RF endpoint.  

 

Mr. Cronin – What I understand from the information that I have been furnished with is the meter and 

the wireless device are two separate items. I have the three letters that I received and I am not sure how 

many people saw these letters. 

 

Mr. J Furtado – The three letters were distributed by section. Once a resident received the third letter, 

we check to see if they scheduled an appointment to have their meters changed out and if not then we 

sent out the shutoff notice. After that shutoff notice went out, we make a phone call the day before we 

shut the water off. If there is no response from the phone call then we shut the water off the next day.  

 

Mr. Cronin - Okay.  I just want to make sure I draw the distinction that these are two different items. 

One is a water meter and the other is a RF endpoint and he mentioned that these are two different 

items.  
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Mr. Cronin reviewed in the three letters sent how many times each letter referenced water meters and 

meter reading device.  

 

Mr. Cronin – They are two different things. If you look at the meeting minutes they are described as two 

different things. The meeting minutes that I received said AMI, I do not know what that means, but AMI 

is not a meter. Moving on the reading device is an RF endpoint, Neptune900 specifically if I am to 

believe what I have been furnished with. Reading device as it’s described once in each notice, really 

does not tell you what it is. I find the notices to be lacking information by calling it a reading device and I 

find it to be misleading. Another resident privately expressed to me that they did not feel like they had 

enough informed consent. They felt that they were mislead and they may have pushed back if they had 

known. I would like to move on to the Mass Statutory Authority, I’ve printed out here what has been 

cited. 

 

Mr. Rapoza – Are you an Attorney? 

 

Mr. Cronin – No. 

 

Mr. Cronin read from the paper he printed out from Mass Statutory Authority.     

 

Mr. Wotton – I would like to come to a resolution and not argue back and forth. We are here to help the 

residents in Town. I would like to table the discussion for 30 days. We are not shutting your water off we 

are trying to come to a solution with you. Just so, you know we are going to request to have the Town’s 

Attorney present at the next meeting.  

 

Mr. Rapoza motioned to table the discussion for water meter installation until June 5, 2023. Mr. Lopes 

seconded. Vote unanimous. 

 

V. Item for Action 

 
  A. Notice of Award Livesey Park Pickleball Court Project, Century Paving &  

   Construction Corporation $163,300.00 

 

Mr. Furtado – The Pickleball Association received $180,000.00 from the Community Preservation 

Committee and since the work is being done in a park, we cannot supplement the difference for the 

fourth court with Chapter 90 Funds. We have the funds for the base bid, which is for three courts, but 

we do not have the funds for the fourth court, which is the alternate bid.  We reached out to The 

Fairhaven Pickleball Association and they came up with $17,300 so we are able to do all four courts.  
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Mr. Pottel - I want to thank the BPW for being supportive of these pickleball courts at Livesey Park. We 

really appreciate you standing behind us. If additional funds are needed for contingencies, we would 

also be able to help come up with the additional funds. 

 

Mr. Rapoza motioned to Award the Bid for Livesey Park Pickleball Courts to Century Paving & 

Construction Corporation in the amount of $163,300.00. Mr. Hobson seconded. Vote unanimous.  

 

  B. Appoint BPW Representative to the Community Preservation Committee 

 

Ms. Smith motioned to appoint Mr. Rapoza as the BPW Representative to the Community Preservation 

Committee. Mr. Lopes seconded. Vote unanimous. 

 

  C. Little Bay Bike Path, Conservation Concerns 

 

Mr. Furtado - There is an email in your packet from Mr. Crabb. He met up with the Conservation Agent 

and Conservation Committee had some concerns with the Little Bay Bike Path. The Conservation 

Committee is requesting that we do not cut the overgrowth along the west side of the path adjacent to 

the old building structure. It is being requested to not maintain the grass in this area and let the natural 

growth take over except for approximately a 8-10 foot width along the path and keep the area around 

the picnic tables maintained. In doing this, we would also relocate the two benches next to the building 

structure closer to the bike path. 

 

Ms. Smith – Could we get this request from the Conservation Commission. I would love to hear from 

them what this is all about. 

 

Mr. Furtado - Also, Mr. Crabb had a request to remove the post and rail fence that is for the little bay 

path heading towards the water. 

 

The Board had no issues with Mr. Crabb removing the post and rail fence along Little Bay Bike Path. 

 

  D. Tighe and Bond, Goulart Memorial Bridge Repairs Payment #4 $4,900.00 

 

Mr. Furtado - This is Payment # 4 for the Engineer who is overseeing the repairs to Goulart Memorial 

Bridge. 

 

Ms. Smith motioned to approve Tighe & Bond, Goulart Memorial Bridge Repairs, Payment #4 in the 

amount of $4,900.00. Mr. Rapoza motioned. Vote unanimous. 
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  E.  Sign Contract Agreement, Tata & Howard, Water Storage Tank Maintenance  

   Program $27,500.00 

 

Mr. Lopes motioned to Sign the Contract Agreement with Tata & Howard for Water Storage Tank 

Maintenance Program in the amount of $27,500.00. Mr. Rapoza seconded. Vote unanimous. 

 

  F. Notice of Award Goulart Memorial Bridge Repairs, Northern Construction  

   Service, LLC $147,750.00 

 

Mr. Hobson motioned to Award the Goulart Memorial Bridge Repairs to Northern Construction Services 

LLC., in the amount of $147,750.00. Mr. Rapoza seconded. Vote unanimous. 

 

  G. Tighe & Bond, Wastewater Treatment Facility Improvement Project. 

 

Mr. Furtado updated the Board where we stand with Tighe & Bond for the Wastewater Treatment 

Facility Improvement Project. In addition, Mr. Jeff Osuch has agreed to be the Town liaison to oversee 

this project.  

 
VI. Tabled Matter 
 
 A.  n/a 
 
VII.  Public Comments / Open Forum 
 
Ms. Chew – First of all thank you for allowing me to speak. Second of all, I appreciate all you are doing to 
clean the system. I am a little confused, The Facebook Page, said you will be flushing Howland Road 
north to the Acushnet line, and Alden Road west to Sycamore Street. I live on Main Street between 
Massasoit Avenue and Elm Avenue and my water has been dirty three times now. Why is my water dirty 
and being flushed when it was not listed in the areas of flushing on the notice?  
 
Mr. Wotton - The water in town is going to be discolored for the next couple of weeks, while the 
flushing is going on, basically what is happening is they are starting at the furthest point and flushing the 
water down the system till it drains out of our system altogether. 
 
Mr. J Furtado - Due to the flushing we have to isolate valves to get the water to flow in one direction. 
What will occasionally happen is it will occur that we disrupt the natural flow of water and the change in 
direction stirs up dirty water in other parts of the Town.   
 
Mr. Furtado –If you get dirty water than the unidirectional flushing is working. We are not doing the 
unidirectional flushing to inconvenience anyone we are flushing to remove the sediment in the water.  
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Mr. J Furtado – There are 11 zones and we will hopefully be finishing zone 1 tomorrow.  The further we 
get into the flushing program the better the quality the water will be for everyone. 
 
Ms. Chew – How many more times can I expect my water to be brown? 
 
Mr. J Furtado – We cannot give you a number. I depends on how bad the system is.  
 
 
VIII. Old Business / New Business 
 

A. Superintendent 
 
Superintendent Report for May 8, 2023 

 

• Multiple pre-Town meeting Meetings 

 

• Josh and I meet with CZM – obtain grant extension for Jerusalem Rd 

 

• Conduct interviews for Assistant Sewer Supt vacancy 

 

• Water flushing will continue next week – but during the day – reverting back to night in critical 

areas 

 

• Water District meetings re class action suit against DEP for water withdrawal restrictions 

 

• FY 23 Budget adjustments 

 

• Josh and I meet with MA Dot re swing bridge early planning logistics 

 

• Water shut off/water meter swap issues 

 

• Synagro issue with incinerator 

 

• Josh and I attend Bikeway committee meeting – various issues – Bikepath, Safe Routes to School 

 

• Rene and I attend pre-bid conference for Force Main project 

 

• Receive bids for Causeway Water Main repair 

 

• Various meetings re 148 Dogwood sewer tie-in request 

 

• Peer review of Tighe and Bond drainage plan at POTW ongoing 

 

• NOI extension request for Littleneck, Cove, and Bike path 

 
Mr. Furtado answered any question the Board had regarding the Superintendent Report. 
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B. Board Members

Mr. Hobson - There are potholes on the West Side of Sconticut Neck Road near the quarter mile that 
need to be filled. 

Ms. Smith – Can you explain why the flushing is sometimes at scheduled at night and other times in the 
day. 

Mr. Furtado - Moving forward I think that we are going to try to flush during the day and if we have 
critical areas then we will try to flush at night.  

Mr. Hobson - How long will this take to complete flushing? 

Mr. Furtado – We are hoping to complete all zones by the end of June. There are 11 zones and we 
should be finishing zone 1 by tomorrow night.   

C. Marine Resources Committee – BPW related Matters

Mr. Hobson gave an update from the last Marine Resource Committee meeting. 

IX. Set Date for the Next Meeting

Mr. Rapoza motioned to set the date of the next meeting on May 22, 2023 at 5:30 p.m. Ms. Smith 
seconded. Vote unanimous. 

X. Adjourn

Mr. Rapoza motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:02p.m. Mr. Hobson seconded. Vote 
unanimous.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Rebecca L. Vento 

Rebecca Vento 
Office Manager 

Revised Minutes approved on 
April 8, 2024 
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Attachments: 
A. Tobie Simmons –7 Page Miscellaneous Information 
B. Tobie Simmons – 7 Page Statement that was read 
C. Frequently Ask Questions R900 Radio Frequency (RF) Emissions – 2 Pages  
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