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Fairhaven Historical Commission 

May 15, 2013 Meeting Minutes 
 
 

 
 

Present: Chairman David Despres, Debra Charpentier, Anne Kakley, Cynthia McNaughten, 
Wayne Oliveira, and Gail Isaksen. 
 
Chairman Despres called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. in the Academy Building classroom.  
 

MINUTES 
 
The Commission approved the minutes of the April 3, 2013 meeting as read by Mr. Despres. 
 

HOUSE PLAQUE RESEARCH 
 
Ms. Charpentier passed around three applications for house plaques: one for 19 Main Street, one 
for 194 Main Street and one for 72 Center Street.  Ms. McNaughten said she was concerned with 
the research methods being used by the house plaque applicants.  Discussion ensued regarding 
the process and methodology of house plaque applications.  It was voted that house plaque 
applications would be verified before Ms. McNaughten before approval.  Mr. Despres motioned.  
Mr. Oliveira seconded.  Vote was unanimous. 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
The Commission approved the Financial Report as read by the Chairman. 

 
ACADEMY BUILDING 

 
Mr. Despres said that Chris Richard discovered a small leak around the chimney portion of the 
Academy Building roof.  When the wind is in a certain direction, rain will blow into the building.  
Don Wunschel has looked at the roof for repairs. 
 

FIRE MUSEUM 
 

Community Preservation Committee (CPC) funds were approved at the May 4, 2013 Special 
Town Meeting for painting the Fire Museum in FY13.   
 
Mr. Oliveira reported that jersey barriers were removed and replaced and cobblestones were 
redone at the Fire Museum, thanks in part to Town Planner Bill Roth, as the Fire Museum is on 
Spring Street, near his recent CDBG project. 
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FORT PHOENIX 
 
CPC funds were approved at Annual Town Meeting for work at Fort Phoenix in FY14. 
 
Mr. Oliveira asked if there would be any money left over in the Historical Commission budget 
for FY13.  Mr. Despres approximated $200 to be left over, and said that the Town Accountant 
has typically allowed them to carry over small amounts into the next year. 
 
Highway Superintendent John Charbonneau has been contacted about graffiti at the Fort, and 
Mr. Charbonneau passes these reports onto the State, but State workers reported that they could 
not access the area that was spray painted.  Ms. Isaksen asked if the Commission could look into 
using anti-graffiti paint, and Ms. Charpentier said that that has been considered in the past. 
 

OLD STONE SCHOOLHOUSE 
 
There was nothing new to report. 
 

MASS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
 
Mr. Despres said that he had been contacted by the Massachusetts Historical Commission and he 
updated information regarding the Fairhaven Historical Commission and its budget.  He 
provided a distribution from the Massachusetts Historical Commission, showing the annual 
budgets for all reporting Massachusetts Historical Commissions.  (See Attachment A). 
 

POTENTIAL PROJECT – REMEMBERING LOST SAILORS 
 
Ms. Charpentier approached the Commission regarding the viability of an art installation at Fort 
Phoenix commemorating those who departed from New Bedford Harbor and never returned.  
She said that historical reports indicate that Fort Phoenix was where women and children would 
watch for their husbands and fathers to return home; Fort Phoenix is also where many women 
and children realized that their loved ones would never be coming home.  Ms. Charpentier noted 
that Gloucester recently erected a monument to those lost at sea.  She said that Fairhaven could 
start the process of doing the same.  Discussion ensued regarding the nature of the statue to be 
erected, whether it would contain names of the 133 men lost at sea from New Bedford Harbor, 
and how the Commission could determine accuracy of the men’s names.  Ms. Charpentier 
estimated the statue would cost $200,000.  Fundraising discussion ensued.   
 
Mr. Despres suggested the creation of a committee related to the statue, and the possibility of 
collecting donations from area businesses.  Ms. Isaksen said that the fishing industry would 
likely be willing to donate as well.  The topic of a monument at Fort Phoenix will be continued at 
a later date. 
 

HOUSE PLAQUES (REVISITED) 
 
Ms. Isaksen asked if the Commission had a database of homes with historical plaques.  Ms. 
Charpentier said no.  Ms. McNaughten reviewed the application for a historical plaque at 72 
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Center Street.  She said that the application was not carefully completed and that she could not 
verify from the application that the house was truly built in 1856.  Discussion ensued.  Ms. 
Charpentier said that she would make copies of assessor cards and give patrons Ms. 
McNaughten’s phone number in the future for help in researching their homes.  Discussion 
continued on the criteria needed to determine a builder: whether it was the individual who owned 
the home, or if a plaque could contain the names of a developer. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 

• Mr. Oliveira asked about the status of signs at the Academy Building to make dedicated 
parking for the Tourism Department.  Mr. Despres contacted Paul Kitchen of the School 
Department, but has not heard back yet.  Mr. Richard will follow up. 

 
• Mr. Richard will be taking one of the Bicentennial signs for the Academy Building. 

 
• Mr. Oliveira reported that Mr. Richard was having difficulty with the Historical Society 

using the Academy Building and then leaving the building unsecure. At their last 
meeting, the members of the Historical Society tripped the alarm coming in, and then did 
not reset the alarm afterwards. Further problems developed when Historical Society 
President Barbara Acksen denied wrongdoing.  Discussion ensued regarding the use of 
the alarm and codes.   
 
Mr. Despres motioned that he would call All Security and look into getting individual 
codes, so that individuals could be held responsible for not setting the alarm.  Mr. 
Oliveira seconded.  It was unanimously voted. 

 
If security continues to be a problem, the Commission may defer the problem to its 
appointing authority (the Board of Selectmen). 
 

• Ms. Charpentier indicated that the Commission should have a copy of Mr. Wunschel’s 
Certificate of Liability on file. 
 

• Ms. Kakley asked if the tree plaques in the Town Center, at the Town Hall and Unitarian 
Church, were under the purview of the Historical Commission. The Commission advised 
that they were not. 
 

• Mr. Despres motioned to sign two NSTAR bills: one for $33.20 for the Fire Museum 
building and $91.09 for Fort Phoenix lighting.  Ms. Kakley seconded. Vote was 
unanimous.  
 

• The next meeting of the Historical Commission will be June 5, 2013. 
 
The Commission adjourned at 8:45 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
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Anne Kakley 

 (Minutes approved 6/5/2013) 










